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More than 1,000 rescues, evacuations as Imelda soakslexas 


By J UAN A. LOZANO 
Associated ness 
CHINA, Texas (AP) — The 

slow-churning remnants 
of Tropical Storm Imelda 
dangerously flooded parts 
of Texas and Louisiana on 
Thursday, scrambling res¬ 
cue crews and volunteers 
with boats to reach scores 
of stranded drivers and 
families trapped in their 
homes during a relentless 
downpourthat drew com¬ 
parisons to Hurricane Har¬ 
vey two years a go. 

Officials in Harris County, 
which includes Houston, 
said there had been a 
combination of at least 
1,000 high-water rescues 
and evacuations to get 
people to shelter. 

Continued on Nextftege 



Splendota Police Li Troy Teller, left CpI. Jacob Rutheifbid and Mike Jones pull a boat carrying Anita McFadden and Red Stewart 
from theirflooded neighborhood inundated by lain from Tropical Depression Imelda on Thursday, Sept 19,2019, in Spendora, Texas 

Associated Press 
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Continued from Front 

More than 900 flights were 
canceled or delayed in 
Houston, and further along 
the Texas Gulf Coast, au¬ 
thorities warned that a 
levee could break near 
Beaumont in Jefferson 
County. 

A 19-year-old man 
drowned and was elec¬ 
trocuted while trying to 
move his horse to safety, 
according to a message 
from his family shared by 
the Jefferson County Sher¬ 
iff's Office. Crystal Holmes, 
a spokeswomanforthe de¬ 
partment, said the death 
occurred during a light¬ 
ning storm. Authorities else¬ 
where had reported no loss 
of life or major injuries 
The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice said radar estimates 
suggested that Jefferson 
County was deluged with 
more than 40 inches of ra in 
in a span of just 72 hours. 
'The water kept rising. It 
kept rising. I couldn't be¬ 
lieve it," said Ruby Trahan 
Robinson, 63. She uses a 
wheelchairand had a por¬ 
table oxygen tank while 
getting settled into a shel¬ 
ter at city hall in the small 
town of China, just outside 
Beaumont. 

"It rolled in like a river," she 
said. 


Houston Mayor Sylvester 
Turner evoked the mem¬ 
ory of Harvey — which 
dumped more than 50 
inches of rain on the na¬ 
tion's fourth-large st city 
in 2017 — while pleading 
with residents to stay put. 
City officials said they had 
received more than 1,500 
high-water rescue calls to 
911, most from drivers stuck 
on flooded roads, but au¬ 
thorities described a num- 
berof them aspeople who 
were inconvenienced and 
not in immediate danger. 
Ahead of the evening 
rush hour, Houston officials 
urged commuters to stay 
in their offices rather than 
embark on flooded and al¬ 
ready jammed highways. 
Turner made a similar ap¬ 
peal to parents of school- 
children as the Houston 
Independent School Dis¬ 
trict — Texas' largest with 
more than 200,000students 
— did not cancel classes 
or shorten the day unlike 
neighboring districts in the 
path of the storm, 
rush-hour evening com¬ 
muters to remain in their of- 
ficesand off city roadsuntil 
flood waters from torrential 
rains recede. 

Mayor Sylvester Turner 
made a similar appeal to 
the parents of school chil- 
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In this photo provided by the Texas Barks & Wildlife Department; a family is rescued via fan boat 
by a member of the department from the flood waters of Tropic a I Depression Imelda near Beau¬ 
mont; Texas, Thursday, Sept 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


dren in flood-affected ar¬ 
eas of the city. 

Imelda is the first named 
storm to impact the Hous¬ 
ton area since Harvey 
hovered for days and in¬ 
undated the flood-prone 
Gulf Coast. That storm 
dumped more than 5 feet 
(1.5 meters) of water near 
the Louisiana border, and 
two years later, it looked 
in some places like Harvey 
was playing out all over 
again. 

A massive Houston furniture 
store became a shelter for 
evacuees. Live television 
footage showed firefighters 
rescuing stranded truckers 
on major highways. On so¬ 
cial media, people posted 
that water was quickly 
seeping into their home 
and asked forhelp. 

Large swaths of Interstate 
10 were turned into water- 
waysand closed. And even 
as the intensity of the storm 
weakened, Harris County 


officials warned that some 
of their 4.7 million residents 
might not see high waters 
recede in their neighbor- 
hoodsuntil the weekend. 
"We're still putting water 
on top of water," said Jeff 
Linder, meteorologist of the 
HarrisCounty Flood Control 
District. 

In Winnie, a town of about 
3,200 people 60 miles (95 
kilometers) east of Houston, 
a hospital was evacuated. 
Chambers County Sheriff 
Brian Hawthorne said emer¬ 
gency workers completed 
more than 300 rescues 
overnight and some resi- 
dentswere up on theirroofs 
because of rising floodwa- 
ters. During Harvey, Beau¬ 
mont's only pump station 
wasswamped byfloodwa- 
ters, leaving residents with¬ 
out water service for more 
than a week. The J efferson 
County sheriff's office said 
in a Facebook post that 
residents of an area where 


a levy was deteriorating 
should use their boats to 
pickup neighborsand car¬ 
ry them to safety. Thunder¬ 
storms had spawned sev¬ 
eral weak tornadoes in the 
Baytown area, about 25 
miles (40 kilometers) east of 
Houston, damaging trees, 
bamsand shedsand caus¬ 
ing minordamage to some 
homes and vehicles 
The National Hurricane 
Center said Imelda weak¬ 
ened to a tropical depres¬ 
sion after making landfall 
asa tropical storm Tuesday 
near Freeport, Texas, with 
maximum sustained winds 
of 40 mph (64 kph). 

The flooding from Imelda 
came as Hurricane Hum¬ 
berto blew off rooftops and 
toppled trees in the British 
Atlantic island of Bermuda, 
and Hurricane Jerry was 
expected to move to the 
northern Leeward Islands 
on Friday and north of Puer¬ 
to Rico on Saturday.Q 
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C olt suspends pioduc tion of AR-15 fore ivilia n ma iket 



In this Aug. 15, 2012 file photo, three variations of the AR-15 rifle 
ate displayed at the CalHbmia Department of Justice in Sacra¬ 
mento, Calif. On Sept 19, 2019, Connecticut-based Colt fire¬ 
arms said it was suspending production of Hs version of the AR- 
15 for the civilian market 

Associated Press 


By PAT EATON-ROBB 
Associated ness 
VUEST HARTFORD, Conn. 
(AP) — Gun-maker Colt is 
suspending its production 
of rifles for the civilian mar¬ 
ket including the popular 
AR-15, the company said 
"Thursday in a shift it attribut¬ 
ed to changesin consumer 
demand and a market al¬ 
ready saturated with similar 
weapons. 

"The company said it will fo¬ 
cus instead on fulfilling con¬ 
tracts with military and po¬ 
lice customers for rifles. 

,r The fact of the matter is 
thatoverthe last few years, 
the market for modem 
sporting rifles has experi¬ 
enced significant excess 
manufacturing capacity," 
Colt's chief executive offi¬ 
cer, Dennis Veilleux, said in 
a written statement. 'Given 
this level of manufactur¬ 
ing capacity, we believe 
there is adequate supply 
formodem sporting riflesfor 
the foreseeable future." 
Veilleux said the company, 


which emerged from bank¬ 
ruptcy in 2016, remains 
committed to the Second 
Amendment. He said the 
company is expanding its 
lines of pistols and revolv¬ 
ers. 

Despite a national debate 
on gun control, Colt's deci¬ 
sion seems driven by busi¬ 
ness considerations rather 
than politics, said Adam 
Winkler, a gun policy expert 
at the University of Califor¬ 
nia, Los Angeles School of 
Law. 

FBI statistics show more 
than 2.3 million people 
applied for background 
checks to purchase guns 
in August, up from just over 
1.8 million in J uly. "Those ap¬ 
plications, the best avail¬ 
able statistic from tracking 
gun sales, has have been 
rising steadily, with a slight 
decline after Dona Id Trump 
was elected president in 
2016, something call the 
'Trump slump." 

Gun sales usually go up 
when guy buyers feel their 


access to such weapons 
are being threatened, Win¬ 
kler said. 

'Given these sales and the 
history of Colt being a com¬ 
pletely disorganized, dys¬ 
functional company that 
goes into bankruptcy and 
can't keep anything going 
properly, my assumption is 
that this is a business deci¬ 
sion that is being driven by 
their own business prob¬ 
lems," he said. 

Still, Winkler said the com¬ 
pany's decision risks alien¬ 
ating and angering its re¬ 
maining customerbase. 
'We've seen in the past that 
when gun manufacturers 
are viewed to have given 
into gun-safety advocates, 
gun owners will boycott 
them and really hurt their 
business," he said. "If they 
think a company like Colt 
is disrespecting their iden¬ 
tity or giving in to the other 
side, Colt's likely going to 
see serious damage to its 
other firearms brands too." 
"The debate on gun control 


has focused in particular 
on assault-style rifleslike AR- 
15sthat have been used in 
mass shootings. 

Democratic presidential 
candidate and former 
Texas congressman Beto 
O'Rourke, whose home¬ 
town of El Paso wasthe site 
of a shooting in August left 
22 people dead, has been 


pushing for mandatory rifle 
buybacks over the last few 
weeks. 

"Hell, yes, we're going to 
take your AR-15, your AK- 
47, and we're not going to 
allow it to be used against 
yourfellow America ns any¬ 
more,"O'Rourke, a said dur¬ 
ing a Democratic presiden¬ 
tial debate this month.Q 
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House chairman: Whistleblowercomplaintmay involve Trump 


House Intelligence Committee Chairman Adam Sch'rff, D-Calif., speaks to reporters after the panel 
met behind closed doois with national intelligence inspector general Michael Atkinson about a 
whistleblower complaint, at the Capitol in Washington, Ihuisday, Sept 19, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


By MARY CLARE JALONICK 
and USA MASCARO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's direc¬ 
tor of national intelligence 
is refusing to tum over to 
Congress a whistleblower 
complaint that reportedly 
concerns Trump making 
an unspecified promise to 
a foreign leader. It's a mat¬ 
ter of urgent concern, the 
intelligence community's 
inspectorgeneral said. 
Trump, though giving no 
details about any incident, 
denied on Thursday that he 
would ever "say something 
inappropriate" on such a 
call. 

The committee chairman, 
California Democrat Adam 
Schiff, said he could not 
confirm whether the report 
from The Washington Post 
wasaccurate because the 
administration was claim¬ 
ing privilege in withholding 
the complaint. But letters 
from the intelligence com¬ 
munity's inspector general 
to the committee released 
Thursday said it was an "ur¬ 
gent" matter of "serious or 
flagrant abuse" that must 
be shared with lawmakers. 
'There is an effort to pre¬ 


vent this information from 
getting to Congress," Schiff 
said, describing it as an un¬ 
precedented departure 
from law. 

Schiff said the acting direc¬ 
tor of national intelligence, 
J oseph Maguire, in a further 
departure from standard 
procedure, consulted with 
the Justice Department, in 
deciding not to transmit the 


complaint to Congress. It's 
unclear if the White House 
was a Iso involved, he said. 
Because the director is 
claiming privileged infor¬ 
mation, Schiff said he be¬ 
lieves the whistleblower's 
complaint "likely involves 
the president or people 
around him." 

Schiff spoke to reportersaf- 
terthe intelligence commu¬ 


nity's inspectorgeneral, Mi¬ 
chael Atkinson, appeared 
behind closed doors Thurs¬ 
day but declined to tell the 
panel the substance of the 
complaint. 

The chairman said he 
would go to court, if nec¬ 
essary, to try to force the 
administration to tum over 
the information in the com¬ 
plaint. 

The Washington Post re¬ 
ported the complaint in¬ 
volves an intelligence offi¬ 
cial's allegation that Trump 
made the promise to an 
unidentified foreign leader 
in a telephone call. The 
Post cited two anonymous 
formerU.S. officiaIs. 

The Associated Press has 
not confirmed the report. 
Trump dismissed it aII. 
"Another Fake News story 
out there - It never ends!" 
Trump tweeted. "Virtually 
anytime I speak on the 
phone to a foreign leader, I 
understand that there may 
be many people listening 
from various U.S. agencies, 
not to mention those from 
the other country itself. No 
problem!" 

He asked: "Is anybody 
dumb enough to believe 
that I would say something 
inappropriate with a for¬ 
eign leader while on such 
a potentially 'heavily popu¬ 
lated' call." 

But the situation raised 
Democrats' concerns that 
the intelligence community 
might be under pressure 




mm. 


n 


| r« 

I ,i m 


sTJ 


The New Downtown Living 


Get your Own Ocean 
Front Condo 


Over 50% 

Already 
Sold 


(+297) 594 6395 / 582 0039 
Wcstst null 2 fl Oran jest nd> Aruba 
s a Ics u ha r b on r h on sea ruba.com 


www.harbourhouscaruba.com 


from the administration to 
withhold information from 
Congress. 

Trump named Maguire, a 
former Navy official, asact- 
ing intelligence director in 
August, after the depar¬ 
ture of Director Dan Coats 
who often clashed with the 
president, and the retire¬ 
ment of Sue Gordon, a ca¬ 
reer professional in the No. 
2 position. 

Maguire has refused to 
discuss details but he has 
been subpoenaed by the 
panel and is expected to 
testify publicly about the 
whistleblower complaint 
next Thursday. Both Magu¬ 
ire and Atkins are also ex¬ 
pected next week at the 
Senate Intelligence Com¬ 
mittee. 

House lawmakerson the in¬ 
telligence panel appeared 
frustrated as they left the 
closed session. 

'There's a lot more we have 
to learn," said Rep. Mike 
Quigley, D-lll. 

In calling the inspector 
genera I to testify, Schiff said 
Atkinson determined the 
whistleblower complaint 
was "credible and urgent" 
and should be 'transmitted 
to Congress." 

Atkinson wrote in letters 
the committee chairman 
released Thursday that he 
and Maguire had hit an 
"impasse" over the acting 
director's decision not to 
share the complaint with 
Congress. 

While Atkinson wrote that 
he believed Maguire's po¬ 
sition was in "good faith" it 
did not appearto be con¬ 
sistent with past practice. 
Atkinson said he was told 
by the legal counsel forthe 
director of national intelli¬ 
gence that the complaint 
did not meet the definition 
of an "urgent concern." He 
said the Justice Depart¬ 
ment said it did not fa II un¬ 
der the intelligence direc¬ 
tors jurisdiction because 
it did not involve an intelli¬ 
gence professional. 
Atkinson said he disagreed 
with the Justice Depart¬ 
ment's view. The complaint 
"not only falls under DNI's 
jurisdiction," Atkinson wrote, 
"but relates to one of the 
most significant and impor¬ 
tant of DNI's responsibilities 
to the American people.'□ 
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State sending troopeisto 
help fight St Louis crime 



In this May 29, 2019 file photo, Missouri Gov. Mike Raison ad¬ 
dresses the media during a nevus conference in his Capitol of¬ 
fice in Jefferson City, Mo. 


By j IM SALTER 
ST. LOUS (AP) - Missouri 
Gov. Mike Parson is send¬ 
ing highway patrol troopers 
and other state workers to 
St. Louis as part of an effort 
to fight the surge of violent 
crime thathasincluded the 
killings of more than a doz¬ 
en children in the region so 
farthis year. 

The Republican governor 
on "Thursday announced 
an action plan that takes 
effect Oct. 1. Parson said 
the total cost of the state's 
commitment, including the 
25 state employees who 
will work in the St. Louis re¬ 
gion, is up to $4 million. 

'This is about targeting vio¬ 
lent criminals and getting 
them off the street," Parson 
said at a news conference 
in St. Louis. 

Troopers will patrol inter¬ 
state highways and assist 
with U.S. Marshals Service 
and Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Ex¬ 
plosives that focus on vio¬ 
lent criminals. The state is 
also providing investigators 
to help with federal crime 
casesand social workers to 
assist crime victims. Parson 
said his plan also includes 
$2 million in state funds for 
services to help crime vic¬ 
tims. 

The plan does not include 
any change in gun laws, 
something St. Louis Mayor 
Lyda Krewson and other 
Democrats have called for. 
Parson said it would be up 
to the Missouri Legislature 
to change gun laws but 
reiterated his staunch sup¬ 
port forcitizens' gun rights 
St. Louis has long had one 
of the nation's highest mur¬ 
der rates, and the 144 ho¬ 
micides so far in 2019 are 
on pace to top last year's 
total of 186. Particularly 
troubling thisyearisthe fact 
that 11 of the victims were 
children , and two other 
child deaths are still being 
investigated as "suspicious." 
All of the child victims and 
the vast majority of adult 
victims were black in a city 
that's a bout evenly split be¬ 
tween blackand white resi¬ 
dents. 

Parson's plan addresses vi¬ 


olence in St. Louis County, 
too. St. Louis County has 
recorded 37 homicides this 
year, one fewer than the 
same time a year ago. St. 
Louis County has reported 
two child homicides so far 
in 2019. 

The Rev. Darryl Gray, one 
of 15faith leaderswho met 
Thursday with Parson, said 
the group is encouraged 
that Parson understands 
the gravity of the violence, 
not only in Missouri but in 
Kansas City, Springfield and 
other places. 

"I think he feels the urgen¬ 
cy," Gray said. "He under¬ 
stands that this is a crisis, 
not just for the black com¬ 
munity but for Missouri." 
KansasCity'shomicide rate 


also is on the rise. Parson's 
spokeswoman, Kelli Jones, 
said that while the gover¬ 
nor has met with Kansas 
C ity offic ia Is to d isc uss the 
crime problem there, he 
has no plans for a similar 
action plan in KansasCity. 
House Minority LeaderCrys- 
tal Quade of Springfield 
said Parson's plan "does 
nothing for Kansas City or 
rural areas affected by in¬ 
creases in gun-related sui¬ 
cides and local violence." 
Quade, in a statement, 
said the proposal fails to 
address "Missouri's danger¬ 
ously weak gun laws." 

St. Louis-area Democrats 
want the city of St. Louis to 
be able to require permits 
for concealed weapons. 


State law requires no per¬ 
mit, and the law does not 
allow local jurisdictions to 
impose stricter gun laws 
than the state law. 

Krewson said at the news 
conference that the city 
also is spending more mon¬ 
ey to fight crime, invest- 


Assoc iated Press 

ing $500,000 in a program 
called 'Cure Violence"that 
treats crime like a public 
health crisis and another 
$1.5 million for violence 
prevention efforts. St. Louis 
County is pledging more 
officers to man the region's 
M etro Link lig ht ra il systemO 
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Next-generation F-35 fighter jets go to National Guard unit 



National Guard members, left view the first two F-35 fighter jets that arrived on Ihutsday, Sept 
19, 2019, atthe Vermont Air National Guard base in South Burlington, Vt, afterthey were flown by 
guard pilots from the factory in Fort Worth, Texas 

Associated Press 


By WILSON RING 
Associated Press 
SOUTH BURLINGTON, Vt 
(AP) — Ihe first two of an 
eve ntua 120 F-35 jets a rrive d 
Thursday at the Vermont 
Air National Guard base 
in South Burlington, the first 
Guard unit to receive the 
next-g enera tio n fig hter. 
Guard members and 
friends clapped as the 
planesflew overthe airport 
for the first time Thursday 
afternoon, doing several 
flyovers after the three- 
hour flight from the factory 
in Fort Worth, Texas 
The deliveryfollowsyearsof 
work and planning, as well 
as missions in the Guard's 
previous aircraft, F-16s 
that flew continuously for 
weeks over New York after 
the Sept. 11 attacks and in 
combat tours in Iraq and 
elsewhere in the Middle 
East. 

"Bringing the F-35 to Ver¬ 
mont secures our future for 
decades, and our country 
needs this airplane," Col. 
David Smith, the com¬ 
mander of the 158th Fighter 
Wing, the new home to the 
F-35s, said after the planes 
a nived. 

But for some members of 
the community, the arrival 
of noisier aircraft marks the 
failure of yearslong efforts 
to keep the Air Force from 
delivering the planes to an 
airport that sits amid resi¬ 


dential neighborhoodsand 
industrial complexes in the 
middle of Vermont's most 
populouscounty. 

Rosanne Greco, the for¬ 
mer chair of the South Bur¬ 
lington City Council and a 
retired Air Force colonel, 
said she supported basing 
the plane in her home city 
until she learned by read¬ 
ing the Air Force's environ¬ 
mental impact statement 
about how noisy the F-35 is 
and what she feels are the 
dangers of having a new, 
unproven weapon system 
at a suburban airport. 

"All I had to do was read 
what the Air Force said 


about the impact it would 
have,"Greco said. 'The evi¬ 
dence was overwhelming 
it would have a very nega¬ 
tive effect on close to 7,000 
people" who live near the 
airport. 

Smith said prior to Thurs¬ 
day's arrival that the AirNa- 
tional Guard understands 
the concerns. The Guard 
has modified traffic pat¬ 
terns the planes will use 
and checked the takeoff 
times to minimize noise dis¬ 
ruptions, he said. 
Asforsafety, he said, more 
than 400 F-35s have been 
delivered so far, and the 
planes have accumulated 


more than 200,000 flying 
hours. 

"It's really important to us to 
do everything we can to 
mitigate the impact on the 
community,"he said. 

The Air Force describes the 
F-35 as its fifth-generation 
fighter, combining stealth 
technology with speed 
and agility. Different mod- 
elsare being builtforthe Air 
Force, Navy and Marines 
and are being sold to U.S. 
a Hies a cross the world. 

It is also the U.S. military's 
most expensive weapons 
system of all time, with an 
estimated total cost of $1.5 
trillion over the expected 


half-century life of the pro¬ 
gram. The model of plane 
that will be based in Burl¬ 
ington cost about $94 mil¬ 
lion each. 

Assigning F-35s, which are 
designed to replace a 
number of aging fighter 
models, to Vermont shows 
the days are long gone 
when Air National Guard 
units received hand-me- 
down aircraft while new 
planes went exclusively to 
active duty Air Force units, 
said Ian Bryan, a retired 
Tennessee Air National 
Guard pilot who worked in 
Washington asa legislative 
liaison with the National 
Guard Bureau. 

Vermont, and the Guard, 
are atthe forefront of learn¬ 
ing how to make the best 
use of the new airplanes, 
he said. 

'Ten years from now, we 
need to have figured out 
how to use this F-35 thing, 
and it'sgoing to be the lead 
as the wings fa II off some of 
these old airplanes," Bryan 
said. Vermont Air Guard Lt. 
Col. Tony 'Scrappy" Marek, 
one of the pilots who flew 
to Burlington on Thursday, 
said flying the F-35 is similar 
to the F-16 he used to fly. 
"It's been over a decade in 
the making," Market said. 
"It's a remarkable airplane. 
... It does truly amazing 
things, and I'm really excit¬ 
ed to be able to fly it'O 


Three Mile Island nuclear power plants shutdown is imminent 


HARRISBURG, Ra. (AP) — 

The final shutdown of Three 
Mile Island, where 1979's 
terrifying partial meltdown 
became a land mark event 
in the life cycle of nuclear 
power in the United States, 
is imminent. 

Exelon Corp. officials said 
the plant will stop produc¬ 
ing electricity around noon 
Friday, following through 
on a decision the Chicago- 


based energy giant made 
in May after it became 
clear that it would not get 
a financial rescue from 
Pennsylvania. 

The accident that de¬ 
stroyed Three Mile Island's 
Unit 2 badly undermined 
public support for the en¬ 
ergy source: No nuclear 
plant that was proposed 
after the accident has 
been successfully complet¬ 


ed and put into operation 
in the United States. 

Edwin Lyman, acting di¬ 
rector the nuclear safety 
project for the Union of 
Concerned Scientists, said 
the steps to shut down a 
reactor a re similar to when 
the plant temporarily shuts 
it down fora refueling out¬ 
age. The first step will be to 
insert control rods to stop 
the nuclearfission chain re¬ 


action in the reactor core. 
The control rods— made of 
minerals and soft metals — 
absorb neutrons and make 
it impossible for nuclearfis¬ 
sion to continue. 

The core remains hot, and 
heat removal systems must 
cool it down gradually to 
avoid cracking the reactor 
vessel before the fuel rods 
are removed to a spent 
fuel storage pool at the 


plant, Lyman said. 

He said he also expects 
plant operators will discon¬ 
nect Three Mile Island from 
the electric grid. 

As the economics of the 
nation'saging nuclearfleet 
have deteriorated, seven 
plants — eight reactors 
— have closed in the last 
eight years, leaving 97 op¬ 
erating, although several 
more are slated to close.Q 
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Rarole board weighs release of 
woman in texting suicide case 


Michelle Carter, center, departs following a parole hearing on 
Ihuisday, Sept 19, 2019 in Natick, Mass. 

Associated Press 


By PHILIP MARC EL0 
Associated Press 
NADCK, Mass. (AP) — Mas¬ 
sachusetts officials are 
weighing whether to grant 
early jail release for Mi¬ 
chelle Carter, the woman 
currently imprisoned for 
urging her suicidal boy¬ 
friend via text messages to 
take his own life. 

Carter, 22, appeared Thurs¬ 
day before the state Parole 
Board to seek release after 
serving seven monthsof her 
15-month jail sentence . No 
decision was announced 
following the closed-door 
hearing, and it's unclear 
when a determination will 
be made. 

There's no deadline for a 
decision, which is typically 
made in writing and won't 
require another appear¬ 
ance by Carter, according 
to Felix Browne, a spokes¬ 


man for the state Executive 
Office of Public Safety and 
Security, which oversees 
the parole board. 

Carter, her lawyer and 
members of the family of 
Conrad Roy III didn't com¬ 
ment after the hearing. 
Carter was convicted in 
2017 of involuntary man¬ 
slaughter in 18-year-old 
Roy's death following a 
bench trial in which a judge 
— rather than a jury — de¬ 
cided herfate. 

The judge found then-17- 
year-old Carter caused 
Roy's 2014 death when she 
ordered him in a phone 
call to get back in his car¬ 
bon monoxide-filled truck 
that he'd parked in a Kmart 
parking lot. 

The phone call wasn't re¬ 
corded, but the judge re¬ 
lied on a text Carter sent 
her friend in which she said 


she told Roy to get back in. 
C a rterd id n't ta ke the sta nd 
at hertrial. 

Carter's attorneys argued 
hertextswere constitution¬ 
ally protected free speech. 
The state Supreme J udicial 
Court, however, disagreed, 
upholding herconviction in 
February. 

Carter's lawyers have since 
appealed to the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court , but the na¬ 
tion's highest court hasn't 
decided whetherit will take 
up the case yet. 

Carter, meanwhile, began 
hersentence in Februaryat 
the Bristol County House of 
Corrections in Dartmouth, 
the same jail where dis¬ 
graced New England Pa¬ 
triots star Aaron Hernandez 
served time for murder. 


Carter'scase hasgamered 
national attention and 
sparked legislative propos¬ 
als to criminalize suicide 
coercion. 

The case was the subject 
of a two-part HBO docu¬ 
mentary that was released 
in J uly. 

Lawmakers in Massachu¬ 
setts have also proposed 


'Conrad's Law," which 
would make convincing 
or manipulating someone 
into committing suicide a 
crime punishable by up to 
five yea rs in ja il. 

A wrongful death suit filed 
by the Roy family against 
Carter was also dismissed 
with prejudice in April after 
being resolved privatelyO 


U.& vaping illnesses 
top 500, Missouri 
man is 8th death 


By MIKE STOBBE 
NEW YORK (AP) — More 
than 500 people have 
been diagnosed with 
vaping-re la ted breathing 
illnesses, but the cause re¬ 
mains unknown, U.S. health 
officials said Thursday. An 
eighth death was also re¬ 
ported. 

Meanwhile, the Food and 
Drug Administration re¬ 
vealed that its criminal in¬ 
vestigations unit started 
tracking leads early on, 
as cases pointed to black 
market vaping products. 
The agency's tobacco di¬ 
rector, Mitch Zeller, stressed 
that it is not interested in 
prosecuting individuals 
who use illegal products 
but is lending a hand be¬ 
cause of the unit's "special 
skills" 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
said 530 confirmed and 
probable caseshave been 
reported in 38 states and 
one U.S. territory, up from 
380a weekago. 


Missouri joined the list later 
Thursday, announcing the 
death this week of a man 
in his mid-40s at a St. Louis 
hospital. Canada reported 
its first case Wednesday, a 
high school student who 
was on life support and has 
since recovered. 

All patients had used an 
electronic cigarette oroth- 
ervaping device. 

Doctors have said the ill¬ 
nesses resemble an inha¬ 
lation injury, with the lungs 
apparently reacting to a 
caustic substance. So far, 
no single vaping productor 
ingredient has been linked 
to the illnesses, though most 
patients reported vaping 
THC,the high-producing in¬ 
gredient in marijuana. 

The man who died in Mis¬ 
souri told his family he 
started vaping in May for 
chronic pain, but investi¬ 
gators have not yet de¬ 
termined if he was vap¬ 
ing THC, according to a 
spokeswoman at Mercy 
Hospital St. Louis.O 
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Browrrface, blackface photos cause scandal for Trudeau 



Canadian Rime Minister and Liberal Party leader) ustin Trudeau makesa statement in regards to 
a photo coming to light of himself from 2001, wearing "browrrface," during a scrum on hiscam- 
paign plane in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, Sept 18, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau's 
campaign moved to con¬ 
tain a growing scandal 
Thursday after a yearbook 
photo surfaced of him in 
brownface at a 2001 cos¬ 
tume party and two other 
similar incidents also came 
to light. 

With the election a month 
away, he apologized and 
begged Canadians to for¬ 
give him. 

Time magazine published 
the photo on Wednesday, 
saying it was taken from 
the yearbook from the 
West Point Grey Academy, 
a private school in British 
Columbia where Trudeau 
worked as a teacher be¬ 
fore entering politics It 
shows the then-29-year-old 
Trudeau in a turban and 
robe with dark makeup on 
his hands, face and neck. 
Trudeau, who launched his 
re-election campaign a 
week ago, said he should 
have known better. 

"I'm pissed off at myself. I'm 
disappointed in myself," he 
told reporters on his cam¬ 
paign plane. 

He is the latest in a string of 


politicians to get in trouble 
over racially offensive pho¬ 
tos and actions from their 
youngerdays 
Earlier this year, Virginia 
Gov. Ralph Northam faced 
intense pressure to resign 
after a racist picture sur¬ 
faced from his 1984 medi¬ 
cal school yearbook page. 


He denied being in the pic¬ 
ture but admitted wearing 
blackface asa young man 
while portraying Michael 
Jackson at a dance party 
in the 1980s Since then, 
Virginia Attorney General 
Mark Herring has acknowl¬ 
edged wearing blackface 
in college, and Alabama 


Gov. Kay Ivey has apolo¬ 
gized donning blackface 
during a college skit more 
than 50 years ago. None 
has resigned. 

"The photo of Trudeau was 
taken at the school's an¬ 
nual dinner, which had an 
"Arabian Nights"theme that 
year, Trudeau said, adding 


that he was dressed as a 
characterfrom "Aladdin." 
The prime minister said it 
was not the first time he 
darkened his face. He said 
he once did it while per¬ 
forming a version of Harry 
Belafonte's "Banana Boat 
Song (Day-O)"during a tal¬ 
ent show. 

"I should have known better 
then, but I didn't, and lam 
deeply sorry for it,"Trudeau 
said. "I'm going to ask Ca¬ 
nadians to forgive me for 
what I did. I shouldn't have 
done that. I take responsi¬ 
bility for it. It was a dumb 
thing to do." 

Global News also report¬ 
ed on a third instance, 
broadcasting a brief video 
of Trudeau in blackface 
while raising his hands in 
the air and sticking out his 
tongue. A spokeswoman 
for Trudeau's Liberal Party 
said the footage was from 
the early 1990s. The Cana¬ 
dian TV network said it was 
not clear where the tape 
was made. 

The furor could spell more 
trouble for Trudeau, who 
polls say is facing a seri- 
ouschallenge Oct. 21 from 
Conservative leader An¬ 
drew Scheer.Q 
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Belgian fighter jet crashes in France, 
pilot hits power line 



A gendarme helicopter takes off near the site of a jetcrash near 
Pluvigner, western Ranee, Thursday, Sept 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ANGELA CHARLTON 
Associated Aess 
PARIS (AP) — A Belgian 
F-16 fighter jet crashed in 
western France Thursday, 
damaging a house, setting 
a field ablaze and leaving 
one of the two pilots dan¬ 


gling by hisparachute from 
a high-voltage electricity 
line for two hours, French 
authorities said. 

But neither of the pilots, 
both who were able to 
eject before impact, nor 
anybody on the ground 


was hurt. Belgian officials 
said the 36-year-old plane, 
which was not carrying 
weapons, suffered unspec¬ 
ified engine trouble. 
Emergency workers ex¬ 
tracted the stuck pilot safe¬ 
ly after cutting off power in 
the area, and he was tak¬ 
en to a nearby hospital for 
medical checks, a spokes¬ 
man for the regional ad¬ 
ministration told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. The other pilot 
landed without incident. 
Surrounding homes were 
evacuated as the airman 
was being taken down 
and firefighters battled the 
blaze from the crash. 

The pilots flagged an "en¬ 
gine technical incident" 
while flying from Florennes 
air base in Belgium to the 
military airport in the French 
city of Lorient, the Belgian 
Defense Ministry said in a 
statement.^ 
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ICC pretrial hearing starts in Central African Republic case 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated ness 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Prosecutors urged 
Internationa IC rimina ICourt 
judges Thursday to put on 
trial two alleged leaders of 
a predominantly Christian 
militia involved in a bitter 
conflict with Muslim forces 
in Central African Repub¬ 
lic, saying they armed and 
incited members to attack 
Muslim civilians in an at¬ 
tempt to regain power. 

Pa trie e-Edouard Ngaissona 
and Alfred Yekatom are 
suspected of involvement 
in war crimes and crimes 
against humanity includ¬ 
ing murder, persecution, 
torture and the use of child 
soldierswhen they were se¬ 
nior leaders in the anti-Bal- 
aka militia. They have not 
entered pleas. 

Prosecutor Kweku Vander- 
puye told a three-judge 
panel at the global court 
that the crimes followed 
atrocities by Muslim forc¬ 
es known as the Seleka 
as they seized power in 
Central African Republic 
in 2013, forcing President 
Francois Bozize to flee into 
exile. 

The interreligious violence 
left thousands dead and 
displaced hundreds of 
thousands more. 

Mosques, shops and 
homes were looted and 
destroyed. Bursts of deadly 
violence continue today 
despite attempts to make 
peace. 

Vanderpuye alleged that 
Ngaissona was an influen¬ 
tial leader of the anti-Bal- 
aka group and Yekatom a 
military leader who called 
himself Rambo and com¬ 
manded thousands of 


fighters drawn from the 
ranks of local self-defense 
groups. 

"From exile, Mr. Ngaissona 
and other members of 
Bozize's inner circle used 
these groups,"Vanderpuye 
told judges. 'They exploited 
the vengeance and ha¬ 
tred felt by the people to 
create a formidable fight¬ 
ing force which could de¬ 
feat the Seleka, opening 
the wayforthemto reclaim 
power." 

However, the anti-Balaka 
did not limit themselves to 
fighting Seleka forces and 
instead "relentlessly ter¬ 
rorized" Muslim civilians as 
well, he said. 

The prosecutor told judges 
that the anti-Balaka fight¬ 
ers used child soldiers to 
commit atrocities, recount¬ 
ing the story of one former 
child soldier who told pros¬ 
ecutors he was ordered to 
stab or cut off the ears of 
Muslim prisoners. 

"When the prisoner was ex¬ 
hausted we would dig a 
shallow grave about knee 
height, put him in and then 
the chiefs will come back 
and kill him," Vanderpuye 
said, quoting the former 
child soldier. 

Ngaissona, who was chief 
of Central African Repub¬ 
lic's soccer federation 
when he was arrested on 
an 1CC warrant in Paris last 
year, faces 111 charges. 
Yekatom, who was turned 
over to the court in 2018, 
faces 21 charges. 

Yekatom's lawyer, Mylene 
Dimitri, argued that her cli¬ 
ent cannot adequately de¬ 
fend himself because pros¬ 
ecutors are withholding 
evidence that they have 
collected in their investi¬ 


gations into crimes by the 
Seleka. 

Yekatom "isdefending him¬ 
self in the dark," Dimitri told 
the panel. 

Central African Republic's 
government asked the 
ICC in 2014 to investigate 
crimes allegedly commit¬ 
ted by both the Seleka a nd 
the anti-Balaka. So far, no 
Seleka fighters have been 
publicly targeted by the 
court's chief prosecutor, 
Fatou Bensouda. 

Judges will likely take 
months to decide wheth¬ 
er to send the suspects to 
trial.□ 



In this Biday Nov. 23, 2018 file photo, AHhed Yekatom, a Central 
African Republic lawmaker and militia leader who goes by the 
nickname Rambo, appears before the International Criminal 
Court; ICC, in The Hague, Netherlands 

Associated Press 
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Governor: Suic ide bomb in southern Afghanistan kills 20 



Afghan security membeis and people woik at the site of a suicide attack in ^bul, Afghanistan, 
Thursday, Sept 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By TAMEEM AKHGAR 
KATHY GANNON 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— A powerful suicide truck 
bomb devastated a hospi¬ 
tal in southern Afghanistan 
early Thursday morning, kill¬ 
ing 20 people and wound¬ 
ing 97 others, according to 
the province's governor, 
while a deadly drone strike 
in the country's east was 
blamed on U.S. forces. 

The Taliban, who claimed 
responsibility for the suicide 
bombing, have carried out 
nearly daily attacks since 
pea c e ta Iks with the United 
States collapsed earlier this 
month. 

Thursday's massive explo¬ 
sion destroyed part of the 
hospital in Qalat, the capi¬ 
tal of southern 7a bul prov¬ 
ince, and left a fleet of 
ambulances broken and 
battered. 

Local residents, many of 
whom had come to see 
their sick family members, 
used shawls and blankets 
to carry the wounded in¬ 
side the destroyed building, 
while authorities sc rambled 
to take the worst of the 
wounded to hospitals in 
nearby Kandahar. 

Hours earlier, a drone at¬ 
tack in eastern Afghani¬ 


stan's Nangarhar province 
blamed on U.S. forces killed 
at least 16 and wounded 
tensof others, mostofthem 
civilians, said Jawaid 7a- 
man, presidential adviser 
on tribal affairs 
The U.S. forces in Afghani¬ 
stan said they carried out a 
strike in eastern Nangarhar 
targeting Islamic State posi¬ 
tions in the area. 

"We are aware of allega¬ 
tions of the death of non¬ 


combatants and are work¬ 
ing with local officials to 
determine the facts," said 
Col. Sonny Legget, U.S. 
Fo rc e s-Afg ha n ista n. 

Angry residents of the area 
where the strike occurred 
carried 12 of the bodies to 
the provincial capital J ala I- 
abad Thursday morning 
protesting the attack, said 
provincial council head 
Ahmad Ali Hazrat. Many 
more people are believed 


to be missing. 

Attaullah Khogyani, spokes¬ 
man forthe provincial gov¬ 
ernor, also said the target 
was Islamic State group mil- 
ita nts who a re in the area. 
But according to Zhman 
the local residents had pro¬ 
vided prior notice to the 
local authorities that they 
would be collecting dried 
fruit. As many as 50 people 
were in the fields when the 
aerial attack occurred, he 


said. 

Meanwhile in southern 
Sbul province, Governor 
Rahmatullah Yarmal said 
the death toll was 20 with 
many of the 97 injured in 
critical condition. There 
were contradictory figures 
of the dead and wounded 
in the early hours immedi¬ 
ately after the 6 a.m. sui¬ 
cide truck bombing. 
Morning prayers had just 
finished when worship¬ 
pers were stunned by the 
ear-splitting blast that de¬ 
stroyed parts of a mosque 
adjacent to the hospital 
and the hospital building, 
said Mahboob Hakimi, a 
resident of Qalat. 

Windows in his home nearly 
two kilometers (over one 
mile) away were shattered 
by the blast, he said. 

A Taliban spokesman, Zhbi- 
hullah Mujahed, said in 
a tweet the target was a 
nearby intelligence office, 
which he claimed was de¬ 
stroyed and 'tens of intel¬ 
ligence operatives killed/ 
wounded."Provincial coun- 
cilchiefAtta J anHaqbayan 
said the wall of the National 
Security Department (NDS) 
building wasdamaged. He 
couldn't say whether any 
personnel were among the 
casualties.O 


Lebanon cone ludes Israeli drones were on atftac k mission 



Lebanese Defense Minister Elias Bou Saab points to parts of an 
Israeli drone that crashed in southern Beirut last month during 
a press conference, in Yaraeh near Beirut; Lebanon, Thursday, 
Sept 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated ness 
BEIRUT (AP) — A Lebanese 
government investigation 
concluded that two Israeli 
drones were on an attack 
mission when they crashed 
in the capital last month, 


one of them armed with 
4.5 kilograms (10 pounds) 
of explosives, Lebanon's 
defense minister said Thurs¬ 
day. 

Elias Bou Saab said inves¬ 
tigations show the drones 


came from over the Medi¬ 
terranean Sea on Aug. 25, 
with one drone crashing 
on the roof of the militant 
group Hezbollah's media 
office in southern Beirut, 
while the other exploded 
and crashed into a nearby 
plot of land 42 minutes lat¬ 
er. 

Speaking ata pressconfer- 
ence in Beirut to present 
the findings of the inves¬ 
tigation, Bou Saab said it 
was 'the most dangerous 
act of aggression by Israel" 
since the monthlong war 
between Israel and Hezbol- 
la h in 2006. 

"It is clear that Israel want¬ 
ed to change the rules of 
engagement with Leba¬ 
non. It was the first time we 
see drones carrying explo¬ 
sives fly over the airport, 
endangering civil aviation 
and commercial flights 
and explode in the streets 


of Lebanon," he said. 

Bou Saab described a so¬ 
phisticated military mis¬ 
sion involving three other 
unmanned aerial vehicles 
controlling the attack 
drones controlling from 
above. He said it was un¬ 
clear what the attack's tar¬ 
get was, but it was clear 
they were not on an intel¬ 
ligence mission. 

J oumalists were shown the 
drone that crashed, which 
was described as a "cus¬ 
tom made military drone." 
The attack raised the po¬ 
tential for conflict amid 
heightened regional ten¬ 
sions Israel has not con¬ 
firmed its involvement, but 
Israel's prime minister has 
accused Iran and its Leba¬ 
nese proxy Hezbollah of 
racing to build a missile- 
production program in 
Lebanon and vowed to 
destroy the project. 


Israeli media have reported 
that Israeli drones targeted 
a Beirut facility housing a 
"planetary mixer," a large 
industrial machine that is 
critical to making missiles 
Hezbollah denies it produc¬ 
es missiles in Lebanon. 

Israel considers Iran to be 
its greatest enemy, and 
Iran-backed Hezbollah to 
be its most immediate mili¬ 
tary threat. Hezbollah has 
a battle-tested army that 
has been fighting along¬ 
side the forces of Syrian 
President Bashar Assad in 
Syria's civil war. Israel has 
acknowledged carrying 
out sc ores of a irstrikes in Syr¬ 
ia aimed at preventing al¬ 
leged Iranian armstransfers 
to Hezbollah. But in August, 
Israel was believed to have 
widened itscampaign and 
struck Iranian or Hezbollah 
targets in Iraq and Leba¬ 
non as well.Q 
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J a pan court TEPCO exec snot guilty in Fukushima disaster 



A group of supporters of the trial shows banners reading "unjust sentence" in front of Tokyo District 
Court in Ibkyo Thursday, Sept 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MARI YAM AG UC HI 
TOKYO (AP) - A J a pa nese 
court ruled Thursday that 
three former executives of 
Tokyo Electric Power Com¬ 
pany were notguilty of pro¬ 
fessional negligence in the 
2011 disaster at the Fuku¬ 
shima nuclear power plant 
because ensuring absolute 
safety at nuclear plants 
was not a government re¬ 
quirement at that time. 

The ruling by the Tokyo Dis¬ 
trict Court ended the only 
criminal trial related to the 
nuclear accident that has 
kept tens of thousands of 
residents away from their 
homes because of linger¬ 
ing radiation contamina¬ 
tion. 

Lawyers representing the 
5,700 Fukushima residents 
who filed the criminal com¬ 
plaint said they will push 
prosecutors to appeal the 
decision. A group of sup¬ 
porters stood outside the 
court Thursday with plac¬ 
ards reading "Unjust ruling." 
The court said ex-TEPCO 
Chairman Tsunehisa Kat- 
sumata, 79, and two other 
former executives were 
also not guilty of causing 
the deaths of 44 elderly 
patients whose health de¬ 
teriorated during or after 
forced evacuations from a 
local hospital and a nursing 
home. 

The executives were ac¬ 
cused of failing to antici¬ 
pate the massive tsunami 
that struck the Fukushima 
Dai-ichi nuclear plant on 
March 11, 2011, following a 
magnitude 9 earthquake, 
and of failing to take mea¬ 


sures that might have pro¬ 
tected the plant. 

Katsumata and co-defen¬ 
dants Sakae Muto, 69, and 
Ichiro Takekuro, 73, plead¬ 
ed not guilty at the trial's 
opening session in June 
2017. They said predicting 
the tsunami was impossible. 
Three ofthe plant's re actors 
had meltdowns, spreading 
radiation into surrounding 
communities and into the 
sea. 

Prosecutors in December 
requested five-year prison 
sentences for each ex¬ 
ecutive, accusing them 
of not doing enough to 
guard against the threat 
of a large tsunami despite 
knowing the risk. 

In its ruling, the court said 
the defendants held re¬ 


sponsible positions at 7EP- 
CO, but that did not nec¬ 
essarily mean they were 
responsible fortaking mea¬ 
sures beyond those in the 
legal regulatory framework. 
It said there is no proof they 
could have foreseen that 
a tsunami could flood the 
p la nt the wa y it d id in 2011. 
TEPCO officials we re aware 
of a need to improve tsu¬ 
nami prevention measures 
and were considering tak¬ 
ing steps by 2008 and 2009, 
but those steps were in line 
with government safety 
standards at the time. 

The prosecutors argued 
that TEPCO could have 
prevented the disaster had 
it halted the plant to install 
safety measures before the 
tsunami. But the court said 


the company's responsibil¬ 
ity to supply electricity to 
the public meantthatidling 
the plant would have had 
a "social impact," and that 
possible measures were 
likely not ready in time. 

The acquittal disappointed 
dozens of Fukushima resi¬ 
dents and their supporters 
who attended the ruling. 
"Who is going to take re¬ 
sponsibility then? It was 
TEPCO that caused the ac¬ 
cident, there is no mistake 
about it," said Masakatsu 
Kanno, a Fukushima resi¬ 
dent whose father died af¬ 
ter being evacuated from 
a hospital. 

Hiroyuki Kawai, a lawyerfor 
the plaintiffs, said the deci¬ 
sion must be appealed. 

'The ruling showed that the 


judge did not understand 
the dangers of nuclear 
plantsatall,and itwassym- 
pathetic to the company 
executives and their man¬ 
agement decisions," Kawai 
said. 'The ruling sounded as 
if it was written by support¬ 
ers of nuc lea r energy." 
Prosecutors had told the 
court that the three defen¬ 
dants had access to data 
and scientific studies that 
anticipated the possibil¬ 
ity of a tsunami exceeding 
10 meters (33 feet) which 
could triggera lossof pow- 
erand a severe accident. 
Defense attorneys told the 
court that the tsunami pre¬ 
diction was not well estab¬ 
lished. They said the actual 
damage was larger than 
projected, and that if TEP¬ 
CO had taken steps based 
on the projection, it would 
not have prevented the di¬ 
saster. 

TEPCO declined to com¬ 
ment directly on the ruling 
but pledged to devote it¬ 
self to the compensation of 
disaster-hit people and the 
cleanup ofthe plant and its 
surroundings while enhanc¬ 
ing the safety of nuclear 
plants "with unwavering 
determination." 

Katsumata apologized 
'to the people for causing 
tremendous trouble" in a 
statement released by his 
lawyer. 

More than eight years since 
the disaster, the Fukushima 
plant has been stabilized 
and being decommis¬ 
sioned — a decades-long 
process that is still at an 
early stage. □ 


Public transport drivers strike in Delhi overhigherfines 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Com¬ 
muters in India's capital 
faced difficulties Thursday 
as much of the city's pub¬ 
lic transportation, including 
private buses, auto-rick- 
shaws and some ride-hail¬ 
ing services, remained off 
the roadsto protesta sharp 
increase in traffic fines un- 
dera new law. 

The government hopesthe 
new MotorVehiclesActwill 
bring order to India's cha¬ 
otic roads with an almost 
tenfold increase in fines for 
traffic offenses. 


The United Front of Trans¬ 
port Associations called 
for the strike in New Delhi 
to protest the higher fines, 
whichtookeffectSept. las 
economic growth in India 
has slumped to a six-year 
low. 

The minister for road trans¬ 
port and highways, Nitin 
Gadkari, says the increase 
in fines is needed to im¬ 
prove the appalling safety 
record of India's roads, 
where more than 100,000 
people are killed and near¬ 
ly 500,000 injured in acci¬ 


dents every year. 

Under the new law, the 
minimum penalty hasbeen 
increased from $1.40 to $7. 
The penalty for driving with¬ 
out a license has risen from 
$14 to $70. Traffic police 
across the country have 
taken to social media to 
educate citizens about the 
new rules. But many Indians 
are critical ofthe new law. 
Some posted pictures on 
Twitterof huge potholes on 
roads and asked what the 
government was doing to 
fix them.O 



A rickshaw puller pedals past rows of auto-rickshaws and taxis 
parked during a public transportstrike in New Delhi, India, Thurs¬ 
day, Sept 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Nicaragua opposition leader sees long load 



Nicaraguan opposition activist Felix Maradiaga, center, stands at attention as the national an¬ 
them is sung during a press conference in Managua, Nicaragua, Wednesday, Sept 18,2019. 

Associated Press 


By GABR1ELA SELSER 
Associated ness 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua 
(AP) — Opposition leader 
Felix Maradiaga said Thurs¬ 
day after returning to Ni¬ 
caragua from 14 months in 
exile that he will not leave 
again, even though he 
believes President Dan¬ 
iel Ortega has imposed a 
"peace of the graveyard." 
In an interview with The As¬ 
sociated Press, the 43-year- 
old political scientist and 
academic said he intends 
to focus on organization 
and unity of the opposi¬ 
tion movement, which has 
been unsuccessful in its at¬ 
tempts to get Ortega to 
leave office after protests 
and a deadly crackdown 
la st year. 

"I came to stay," Maradia¬ 
ga said, "and workfrom the 
grassroots." 

Maradiaga was director 
of the Institute for Strate¬ 
gic Studies and Public Poli¬ 
cies, a non-govemmental 
research and leadership 
training organization, when 


the government accused 
him of 'financing terror¬ 
ism" in the demonstrations 
which erupted in April 2018. 
A judge ordered his arrest 
and he fled with his fam¬ 
ily to the United States On 
Monday he flew to Nicara¬ 


gua, where police waited 
at the airport but he was 
not detained. 

He came back 'to contin¬ 
ue the civic struggle from 
within," said Maradiaga, 
a leader of the Blue and 
White National Unity move¬ 


ment. 

"I do not want the regime 
to manipulate my arrival 
to make people think that 
there is peace in Nicara¬ 
gua, because what there 
is, is a peace of the grave¬ 
yard," Maradiaga said. 


Thousands of Nicaraguans 
fled the country's politi¬ 
cal crisis, during which 328 
protesters were killed, over 
2,000 wounded and hun¬ 
dreds jailed, according to 
the Inter-American Com¬ 
mission on Human Rights. 
Ortega officials have re¬ 
peatedly called opposition 
protesters 'terrorists" and 
consider the demonstra¬ 
tions tantamount to an at¬ 
tempted coup. 

On Wednesday, Mara¬ 
diaga said, he was fol¬ 
lowed on the streets of the 
capital, Managua, by five 
armed people on motor¬ 
cycles whom he identified 
as'Ortega fanatics" 

'Whatthey did to me today 
is just a sample of the terror 
that thousands of farmers 
are living in rural areas," he 
said. 

Maradiaga first went into 
exile at age 12 in the 1980s, 
a time when hisfamily splin¬ 
tered between those who 
favored Ortega's Sandini- 
sta party and those who 
opposed it.Q 


5 accused ofobsbucting murder case of Brazilian politician 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Brazil's departing attorney 
general requested on Tues¬ 
day that five people be 
charged with obstruction 
of justice during the inves¬ 
tigation into the 2018 killing 
of a leftist city councilwom- 
an in Rio de J aneiro. 

Acting a day before hand¬ 
ing over the reins to her 
successor, Attorney Gener¬ 
al Raquel Dodge accused 
two court officials, two po¬ 
lice agents and a lawyer 
of interfering with the in¬ 
quiry into Marielle Franco's 
death. 

One of the former court of¬ 
ficials, Domingos Brazao, 
was named as the slay¬ 
ing's possible mastermind 
in a police report that was 
leaked to Brazilian media 
last March. He has denied 
that. 

In a case sent to the Bra¬ 
zilian Superior Court of 
Justice, Dodge also rec¬ 
ommended that federal 
agents take over the case 
to avoid further interfer¬ 
ence and identify those 
who ordered the killings 



In this Match 14, 2019 file photo, a woman weatsa Tshirtdesigned with an image of slain council- 
woman Marielle Banco during a memorial Mass to mark the one-yearannivetsaty of her death, 
at the Candelaria Catholic Church in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Associated Bess 


The attorney general's of¬ 
fice alleged in a statement 
that Brazao, a former ad¬ 
viser at Rio's audit court, 
and one of his aides tried 
to mislead state police of¬ 
ficers. The two were helped 


by a federal police officer, 
a state police officerand a 
lawyer in spreading false in¬ 
formation so Brazao would 
not be identified as the 
mastermind of the killing, 
the statement alleged. 


The Associated Press 
was not able to contact 
Brazao's lawyer but he has 
denied the allegation in lo¬ 
cal media. 

Franco and her driver, An¬ 
derson Gomes, were shot 


to death in central Rio de 
Janeiro on March 14, 2018, 
returning from an event 
focused on empowering 
young blackwomen. 

In March, authorities a nest¬ 
ed Ronnie Lessa, a retired 
military police officer, and 
Elcio Vieira de Queiroz, on 
suspicion of having earned 
out the attack. Lawyers for 
both men denied their in¬ 
volvement. 

Franco was a prominent 
activist for Afro-Brazilian 
and LGBTrightsand an out¬ 
spoken critic of Rio's violent 
police forcesand paramili¬ 
tary groups, but a yea rand 
a half after the assassina¬ 
tion, the motive remains 
unclear. 

Fora long time, the name 
most frequently speculated 
on as a possible master¬ 
mind had been Rio coun¬ 
cilman Marcello Sic ilia no, 
who has been accused of 
ties to paramilitary groups 
that control large swaths 
of western Rio de Janeiro. 
Sic ilia no has testified sev¬ 
eral times but hasnot been 
charged in the crimeO 
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Does island living prevent suicide? 



By Melissa Martin 
OHIO — Sun, sand, and 
sea. Exotic fruits and veg¬ 
gies. Eating and enjoying. 
Dancing, singing, playing. 
Resting and relaxing on a 
beach playground. Breath¬ 
ing in the beauty of nature. 
The vivid colors being eye- 
candy forthe soul. The sen¬ 
suous smells teasing the 
tongue and nose. Tactile 
experiencing of enticing 
and tantalizing textures. Is 
island habitation a perma¬ 
nent vacation? 

The Bahamas is comprised 
of 700 islands and over 
2,000 rocks and cays, sprin¬ 
kled over 100,000 square 
miles of ocean. The archi¬ 
pelago is an ecological 
oasis, boasting the clearest 
water on the planet. That's 
the word at www.baha- 
mas.com. 

What can we leam from 
the countries with the low¬ 
est suicide rates? Accord¬ 
ing to World Population 
Review, the lowest suicide 
rates in the world are con¬ 
centrated in the Caribbe¬ 
an Islandsofthe Bahamas, 
J amaica, Grenada, Barba¬ 
dos, Antigua and Barbuda, 
www.worldpopulationre- 
view.com. 

What factors formulate 
contented island exis¬ 
tence? Peace, tranquil¬ 
ity, serenity. Are illnesses 
prevented by salt wa¬ 
ter? Ocean air? Soothing 
sounds? 

The following excerpt (Les¬ 
son #5) was selected from 
a 2014 article on Huffpost. 
com by freelancer Aman¬ 
da Walkins. The intriguing 
title: 7 Life-Changing Les¬ 
sons I've Learned Living on 
a Caribbean Island. 

"Time is a concept, not a 
dictator. "Island Time" is a 
real thing, but it should not 
be solely for islands We 
love watching tourists ad¬ 
just to relaxation over the 
week or two they spend 
here. You can see a physi¬ 
cal change in people as 
they take the watch off, 
leave the phone in the ho¬ 
tel room, and forget about 


where they "have to be" 
or are "supposed to be." 
Scheduling every minute of 
a daymakesyou askwhere 
the years went. When the 
sun rises, a new day be¬ 
gins. When it sets, a new 
night begins It's as simple 
asthat. The sun doesn't live 
by the clock and you don't 
need to either. That realiza¬ 
tion can change your en¬ 
tire life.” 

Time is a commodity and 
a common belief is “that 
time is money." Clocks, cal¬ 
endars, schedules 
Hurry-scurry-worry. Is that 
whatthe rest of usdo? Go- 
go-go. Get-get-get. Do we 
abuse seconds, minutes, 
hours, and days? Do we 
even notice that weeks, 
months, and years go by? 
Ac hieve-a c hieve-a c hieve. 
Spend-spend-spend. Birth 
to death—what are we 
doing with the time in-be¬ 
tween? Do islanders view 
time differently? 

Disconnect from technolo- 
gyand connectto relation¬ 
ships. Do islanders spend 
more face-to-face time 
with people? Conversing, 
laughing and joking. 

Does acquiring less stuff on 
purpose lead to lessgreed? 
Less pressure? Less judg¬ 
ment? Perhaps a beach 
bungalow is more satisfying 
than a million-do liar man¬ 
sion. 

Do islanders suffer less with 
depressive disorders? "A 
suicide attempt is a clear 
indication that something is 
gravely wrong in a person's 
life. No matter the race or 
age ofthe person; how rich 
or poor they are, it is true 
that most people who die 
by suicide have a mental 
or emotional disorder." The 
most common underlying 
disorder is depression and 
30percentto 70 percent of 
suicide victims suffer from 
major depression or bipo¬ 
lar disorder, www.mental- 
healthamerica.net. 

Suicide is not a mental dis¬ 
order, but one ofthe most 
important causes of sui¬ 
cide is mental illness—most 
often major depression or 


bipolardisorder. 

Island countries with lower 
suicide rates Just a place¬ 
bo effect? Or does medi¬ 
tating on a mango change 
the mood and decrease 
stress? The mindfulness 
movement with medita¬ 
tion is showing promising 
research on the brain. 
Perhaps a beach is brain 
yoga. And the sun sub¬ 
stitutes for hot yoga. The 
brain and body relate to 
sun, surf, and sea. 

Serotonin, known as the 
"happy hormone" is boost¬ 
ed by sunlight. And ele¬ 
vates the mood. 


Does island snoozing im¬ 
prove sleep and circa¬ 
dian rhythms? Melatonin is 
known as the "sleep hor¬ 
mone" and more sunlight 
during the day helps pro¬ 
duce more melatonin in 
the brain at night. 

Vitamin D is touted as the 
"sunshine vitamin." Sunlight 
is a primary source of Vita¬ 
min D. 

Via research we need to 
conduct studies and find 
the factors associated with 
lower suicide rates in is¬ 
land countries And use the 
data for countries with the 
highest suicide ratesO 



Melissa Martin, Ph.D., is an 
author, columnist educator, 
and therapist She lives in US 
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L.G. SMITH'S 

Steak & chop house 


SURRENDER TO YOUR 
EVERY CRAVING. 


As the centerpiece of Aruba's thriving downtown district, LG- Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse experience r elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything'' mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 

The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor- 
Located in Oranjestad r next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 

Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.6195. 
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Today Is Going To Be A Good Day 


Here's why: Aruba Today collected some 
things to do BEYOND the beach. Yes, we 
know. Aruba, located 15 miles north of 
Venezuela in the warm watersofthe south¬ 
ern Caribbean, is home to beautiful white- 
sand beaches, 82-degree days, and thus 
ideal for the perfect beach day. But we 
are also blessed with some ofthe warmest 
people in the world and our island is 19.6 
miles long and 6 miles across, with a total 
area of 70 square miles. Bit more to dis- 
c over than the white stretch on the coast¬ 
line we say. lets mention some of these 
hidden gems. 

Nature Calls 

The Arikok National park is worth the ride. 
We love the hikes that are guided by the 
park's rangers whose job is to maintain 
trails and protect natural resources. The 
flora and fauna are beautiful and the his¬ 
torical sites tell you about the island's in¬ 
digenous roots. The guided toursare even 
free of charge. If you are not up to walk¬ 
ing, you can drive through the park, one 
way or another this park is a great place 
to spend an entire day. Cruising through 
the landscape you end up at some ofthe 
most stunning beaches like Dos Playa or 
Daimara Beach. In Total the park consists 


of 7907acresprotected nature with a rich¬ 
ness of animals living in it. The Aruban whip- 
tail lizard (cododo), Aruban cateye snake 
(santanero) and endangered rattle snake 
(cascabel) are just some of them, you can 
also admire these close in the park's Visi¬ 
tors' Center. For mo re information, visit the 
website www.arubanationalpark.org 

Philip's Animal Garden 

To stay with the animals, let's hop to an 
amazing place. Something different to 
do, an experience that is to be enjoyed 
by people of all ages Welcome to Philip's 
Animal Garden. We are not talking about 
a zoo here, this is actually a sanctuary 
for all types of creatures, from horses to 
peacocks, kangaroos to turtles, monkeys, 
goats, and many, many more different 
species The place was founded in 2009 
and it is the only organization rescuing 
and rehabilitating exotic animals in Aruba, 
which has resulted in an amazing collec¬ 
tion of these animals They provide a suit¬ 
able living environment for a II the rescued 
animals Up until now the owner, Philip, has 
built this shelter with his own efforts; build¬ 
ing all the cages from scratch, designing 
all structures and welding them with his 
own bare hands. His goal is to upgrade 



Travel Tips 


£ ier&pu&rto InEemadonal 

Reina Beatrix 



1 . When checking in, you will always need your valid passport, along with your ticket, 
e'ticket receipt or e-ticket confirmation. For some countries a Visa is also required. 

2. For all US-bou nd d e pa rtu res, check- in th ree hou rs before you r sth eduS ed departure 
time. 

J. For all US-bound flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the 
left side of building; follow the signs and head towards local immigrations* main 
security screening* shopping area and the departure gates. Aruba Airport provides 
full US Pre-Clearance service. 

4. For all Non US departures* check-in may vary between airlines and destinations* 
always consul! you raid inn for more information. Being at the airport 3 hours before 
your departure flight is always safe. 

5. For all Non US flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the right 
side of building; follow the signs and head towards Local immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates, 

6. If traveling with a carry-on* there are restrictions on liquids, gels and aerosols you 
can carry In your carry-on luggage- Always check with your airline on limitations. 

7 . Always check the weight Iimit of your baggagei excess weight may result In penalty 
fees. 

S. Always label your bag s and su ilea ses with your na me, ad dress and ph one n umber. 

9. Always leave all carry-on items unlocked while passing through screening points to 
not cause delays if these need to be Inspected. 

10. Avoid wearing big belt buckles, clothing with metal buttons, lots of jewelry etc. 
when traveling. If you have these on, remove all metal items and place these in a 
tray for screening. It is advisable to put all metal Items In your carry-on luggage 
until you dear security,This will help speed up the process. 

11. Remove shoes at checkpoint and place in fray for x-ray machine screening, 

12. All electronic items should he placed in tray outside their case for x ■ ray screen!ng. 

13. Avoid packing foods and beverages in your check-ln baggage. When traveling to 
l he US, you have to comply with the rules and regulations of the U.S. Depa rtment of 
Agriculture. More Information htt ps://www.usda.gov/. 

14. If traveling with medication, please pack these in your carry-on luggage in their 
original packaging. 

15. If you medical documentation, present this to the security checkpoint streener to 
inform them. The documentation is not required and will not exempt you from the 
screening process. 

16. Take note of inadmissible items such as sharp objects* sporting goods, guns and 
firearms* martial arts and self-defense items* tools, explosive materials, flammable 
items, disabling chemicals and other items when traveling. More information 
available on www.airportaruba.com. 



the facilities to a world-class animal shelter with veteri¬ 
nary care and round-the-clock staffs. With the input from 
the Aruban community and visitors they provide the best 
care for these animals. Please check out their website for 
more information: www.philipsanimalgarden.comO 


Aiuba to Me 



ORANJ ES1AD - We would like to portrait you! By inviting 
you to send usyourfovorite vacation picture while enjoy¬ 
ing our Happy Island. Complete the sentence: Aruba to 

me is.Send your pic tore with thattext(including your 

name and where you are from) to: news@aruba today, 
com and we will publish yourvacation memory. Isn'tthat 
a special way to keep your best moments alive? Please 
do note: By submitting photos, textorany other materia Is, 
you give permission to the Aruba Tbday Newspaper, Ca¬ 
ribbean Speed Printeisand any of its affiliated companies 
to use said materials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our website and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting ourfree newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy readerevery day again. 

We received this amazing picture from Gregory & 
Chantrell McCormick from Upper Marlboro. They 
wrote 

"Aiuba to us is.completion!!" 

In 2009 Gregory & Chantrell McCormick spent their hon¬ 
eymoon here in Aruba and this year they came backto 
renew their vowsQ 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 






CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
563.5000 I CQsmoalhombra.com 


Play RtJparHibly. W wvK.flfimfcliiHnonyffl *r&.arg, if you -or wnitone you krvcmr hn a ^aiublmg prablt m. 


We're giving away $50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table game players every 
30 minutes from 7pm to midnight! 


Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts E Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TQF Twist of Plovers I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lob 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Honoring of loyal visitors at Casa Del MarBeachClub 


EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Marouska 
Heyliger of the Aiuba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure in honoring 
many loyal Aiuba visitors with their dis¬ 
tinctive certificates 

These certificates are a way to say 
"Masha Danki" for continuously choos¬ 
ing Aruba as a favorite vacation desti¬ 
nation. 

The honorees were Gabriel Mele from 
New York who has been honored as a 
Distinguished Visitor. 

Deiidre Jones- \Afarfield and Jose Guz¬ 
man Jr. from New York who were hon¬ 
ored as Emerald Ambassadors. They 
have been coming to the island for 35 
consecutive years. 

The honorees love coming to the island 
for the wonderful beaches, friendly 
people and great restaurants. 

Heyliger together with the representa¬ 
tives of Casa Del Mar Beach Club pre¬ 
sented the certificates to the honorees, 
and also handed over some presents 
and thanked them for choosing Aruba 
as their favorite vacation destination 
and astheirhome awayfrom home.Q 
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Neighbors; Trustworthy Doctor & Great Equipped Pharmacy 

- Both in walking distance from resorts - 



PALM BEACH — Doctor Lili Beke from the VUalk-ln Clinic has a solid reputation, 
built up in more than 35 years of experience as a medical doctor. Both tourists 
and locals feel great with herfbrthe simple reasons that she has the qualities of a 
great doctor: communicative, skilled, empathetic and trustworthy. Unique is the 
fact that you can walk into this clinic without an appointment and that the Palm 
Beach Service Pharmacy she partners up with is literally next door. When you feel 
sick during vacation you want this out of your system as soon as possible and a 
convenient solution is forehanded. Don't look any further, help is just around the 
comer. A one-stop-shopping solution. 


lop 5 Vacation Illnesses 

The most common reasons why patients walk into her clinic sound very familiar. 
Doctor Beke: "When on vacation you are excited so you mix meals, eat without 
control and combine thiswith more alcoholthan usual resulting in an upset stom¬ 
ach. Digestion issues occur and when on a dietyou can counton itthatyou will 
get sick." Throwing up, diarrhea, dehydration will be a bummeron yourvacation. 
"Second occasion why people step in here is medication, Theyfeel sick because 
they forgot to take their medicines with them or simply think they don't need it on 
holiday. But of course the body does not work differently only because you are 
in another place." Ibis happens especially with patients of higher age and many 
times with blood pressure medication and psychological medicines, the doctor 
explains. "As we have the pharmacy next doorwe can solve this in most cases 
very quickso you will soon feel betteragain. Then of course we have the allergies, 
force majeure but still a hassle. Too much sun bathing is another thing causing 
dehydration and sun bums." 

"I strongly advise to buy a new sunblock cream every vacation. Our pharmacy 
sells the mostadvanced onesthatisenvironmentalfriendly, so notdamaging the 
sea life." As fifth most common reason for patients to come see the doctor she 
mentions exhaustion. "You want to do everything in a short time and by the end 
of the day the body isexhausted, giving a reversed reaction. Take it easy please, 
moderate orlike we say here: chill." Besides this top 5 the doctor is visited by pa- 
tientswith chronic diseasesthatoften contactherin advance to travelling. 

The Little Ones 

With regardsto children Dr. Beke advises pa rents to keep an extra eye on them 
during vacation. "They are excited, cannot hold control, play all day in the sand 
and pool and eat a lot of different things. But they are sensitive and you do not 
want your loved ones waking up in the middle of the night vomiting or with diar¬ 
rhea." Asthmatic children should be taken care of extra as the sun, water and 
strong draft on the island can complicate their condition. "Protect the headsof 
yourkids, we are close to the equatorand the sun raysare more rectangularthus 
stronger. The heatand humiditycan exhaust the little bodieseasily. Letthem play 
underan umbrella preferably and keep drinking water. Atthe pharmacy you can 
buy earplugsto prevent ear infections." Ihe doctorstressesthatthere is no doubt 
aboutdrinking tap water. "The waterof Aruba is the best. You can drink that with¬ 
out problems. It is excellent. In the States it is prepared with a lot of chemicals, but 
here it's clean." 



bocals 

Doctor Beke has a loyal local patient pool staying with 
her mainly because of the experience and trust. "They 
tell me I really listen to them, they feel attended and re¬ 
spected. A patient is a human being, not a casus, un¬ 
fortunately many times doctors a re skilled in the medical 
part but not on the social terrain." The latter is more and 
more important, especially with certain groups like teen¬ 
age girls. "They prefer a female doctor to treat typical 
woman issues The desire is attention and to feel a tease." 
Patients step in for second opinions too. "Everybody has 
the right to do that, it istheirbody and their money." 

Phaimacy Convenience 

Afteryou pickup your prescription atDr. Beke's practice, 
you can go to the Palm Beach Service Pharmacy, right 
next door. The collaboration between these two results 
in a quick, efficient and quality service. It's just what you 
need when you feel the only thing you want is healing. 
Lennertvan derPoel,generalmanagerofthe pharmacy, 
which is part of a group of 5 pharmacies (Botica di Servi- 
cio), points out that convenience is not their only unique 
asset. "We carry a wide variety of medicines from the US, 
but most of the medicines come from the EU. The prices in 
the EU are considerately lowerthan in the U.S." All medi¬ 
cines are European registered with the same standard 
as U.S. products "The law in the States allows visitors to 
get prescribed medicine by a local doctor for up to 6 
months, saving them a ton of money.", says van derPoel. 
Mostcommon medicines requested by visitorsare antibi¬ 
otic, pain killers and anti-allergy medications However, 
certain thingsdo not need prescription, such ascontact 
lenses. These don't need a prescription to get them on 
the island. "We've recently started importing our own 
'house brand' of contact lenses called 'Optinova', and 
the feedback has been amazing", elaborates Van der 
Poel, "We carry both daily and monthly lenses, which are 
an ideal substitute if you forget yours when coming on 
vacation, or even if you would like to take some home, 
which iswhy we've seen so many return customers." 
Naturally we wish you the healthiest, most wonderful va¬ 
cation of your life on our Happy Island. But .... In case 
you are in need of a doctor and a pharmacy, just turn 
around, walk in and feel welcome to be cured Q 


ftelm Beach Service Pharmacy 
T: +297 587 1717 
www.botic adisen/ic io.com 
infb@boticadiseivicio.com 
Unit 8 at "Ihe Cove" 

Palm Beach 

Open Mon-Ai 10 am - 4 pm, 
Sat 11.00 am - 4.00 pm 


Amba Walk-in Clinic 

T:+297 588 539 

or+297 594 0539(emeigency) 

lgbeke.md@gmail.com 

Unit 9 at "Ihe Cove" 

ftelm Beach 

Open during weekdays 

9am- 12pm, 2.30 -5 pm 

(Friday 2pm- 4,30 pm) 

Saturday, Sunday & Holidays 

2 pm - 4 pm 
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Salary cap 
economics 
squeezing 
out NHL's 
mddle class 

By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 

Stanley Cup-winning ex¬ 
perience isn't worth what it 
used to be. Neither is expe¬ 
rience of any kind. 

As NHL teams move to¬ 
ward paying their stars 
more money and relying 
on young players to fill 
the gaps, hockey's middle 
class is being squeezed 
out. Veterans like 2018 
Washington Capitals play¬ 
off hero Deva nte Smith-Pel- 
ly are finding it increasingly 
difficult to land guaran¬ 
teed contracts and are of¬ 
ten forced to go to train¬ 
ing camp on professional 
tryout agreements, which 
cover potential injuries at 
camp and not much else. 
Hockey perhaps more 
than any other profession¬ 
al sport has put a premium 
on veteran players over 
the years Guys who have 
been there before, have 
some grey in their beards 
and are valued at least as 
much for team chemistry 
in the locker room as they 
are for what they do on 
the ice. 

Adding the salary cap in 
2005 began the processof 
devaluing these so-called 
"glue guys" because there 
is only so much money to 
go around. This year, that 
cap is $81.5 million for a 
team and there is no wig¬ 
gle room — teams are not 
allowed to play if they are 
overthe limit. 

"It's sad because these 
veteran players a re monu¬ 
mental to the team," St. 
Louis Blues center Ryan 
O'Reilly said. "Especially 
these guys that have won, 
too, like Deva nte Smith- 
Pelly. He's been in every 
situation. 

Continued on Page 22 



Stole re denesf30QiK<T for season 
Astros beat Rangers 3-2 


Houston Astros starting pitcher Gerrit Cole throws against the Texas Rangers during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, 
Sept. 18, 2019, in Houston. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 
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Woods pa it of 'J apan Skins' game to be shown live worldwide 



By DOUG FERGUSON 
APGotfWKter 

Tiger Woods is playing an¬ 
other skins game with two 
big differences This one 
is in Japan and will be 
broadcast live around the 
world by Discovery-owned 
GOLFTV. 

The exhibition is called 'The 
Challenge: Japan Skins," 


Because the PGA Tour is 
sanctioning the event, it will 
be shown on Golf Channel 
in U.S. ma rkets 
The biggest challenge was 
figuring out when to play. 
Because the event will be 
shown on demand for free 
around the world — fans in 
the UK and Ireland will be 
have to subscribe because 


and itwill be played Oct. 21 
leading into the PGA Tour's 
first offic ia I event in J a pa n. 
It features four of golf's big¬ 
gest names from each of 
their continents — Woods, 
Rory Mcllroy of Europe, J a- 
son Day of Australia and 
Japanese star Hideki Mat- 
suya ma. 

'This is our opportunity to 
think outside the box," said 
Alex Kaplan, president and 
general manager of Dis¬ 
covery Golf. 'We'll put guys 
in different situations, and 
it will be a surprise to them 
what they are. There's go¬ 
ing to be some fun tweaks 
these guys aren't used to." 
Woods played four times 
in the original Skins Game, 
which had become a 
Thanksgiving weekend tra¬ 
dition in the California des¬ 
ert until it began losing star 
power and was held for 
the last time in 2008, three 
years after Woods' final ap¬ 
pearance. He neverwon in 
four tries 

"After discussing The Chal¬ 


C LOC KVUISE: In this J une 12, 2019, file photo, Tiger Woods smiles 
on the 12th hole during a practice round for the U.S, Open golf 
toumamentin Pebble Beach, Calif; In this Sunday, Aug. 25,2019 
file photo, Hideki Matsuyama, of J apan; In this Sunday, April 14, 
2019 file photo, J a son Day, of Australia; and 
In this Aug. 24, 2019, file photo, Rory Mcllroy hits from the tee on 
the third hole during third round play in the Ibur Championship 
golf tournament at East Lake Golf C lub in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


lenge' with Discovery and 
GOLFTV, I wanted to be a 
part of it," Woods said. "I 
haven't been back to Ja¬ 
pan since 2006 and the 
golf fa ns there are some of 
the best in the world. It's a 
unique format and a top 
field with Rory, Jason and 
Hideki. I can't wait to play 
against them on a global 


stage." 

Woods signed a deal with 
Discovery last December 
in which he gives exclusive 
content to GOLFTV. Discov¬ 
ery last year agreed to a 
12-year, $2 billion deal with 
the PGATourto delivergolf 
content direct to consum¬ 
ers in 220 markets outside 
the United States. 


of existing rights deals — 
Discovery Golf determined 
thata 1 p.m. startat Accor- 
dia Golf Narashino Country 
Club in Chiba would be the 
best fit. 

That means it will start at 
midnight Sunday in the 
eastern U.S. after the NFL 
is over, and 9 p.m. on the 
West Coast. It will start in 
the early morning of Eu¬ 
rope. Australia is one hour 
ahead of J apan. 

'There's not a perfect time," 
Kaplan said. 'You map out 
where the key markets a re 
and what's possible on the 
course and do your best 
possible. It's where you 
drive the most viewership, 
and then you look at when 
the sun goes down. We 
could have started in the 
morning, but Japan and 
Asia are important markets 
for Discovery. We had to 
make sure we had it at a 
meaningful time. The lunch 
hour does that, particularly 
for streaming." 

Kaplan said some 3,000 



LIKE US ON 

facebook. 

Facebook.com/arubatoday/ , 


fans are expected on the 
course, many of them as 
guests, others allowed to 
buy tickets. Because of lim¬ 
ited October daylight, he 
said lights would be erect¬ 
ed on the last few holes if 
needed. 

Mcllroy, who has a similar 
partnership as Woods with 
NBC Sports Group, was in¬ 
trigued by the format and 
the field. 

"Playing with Hideki on his 
home turf, Tiger coming 
backto Japan with a green 
jacket, the motivation is 
certainly there forme,"Mc¬ 
llroy said. "And I'm a huge 
fan of the skins format. I 
love the way it rewards at¬ 
tacking play and think it 
suits my game quite well. 
The other fun thing about 
skins is how you find yourself 
rooting forthe otherguysif 
you're not in a position to 
win the hole." 

Players need to win a hole 
outright, or it carries over 
to the next hole. Total prize 
mo ney is$350,000— $10,000 
per skin forthe opening six 
holes, $20,000 for the next 
six holes, $20,000 through 
the 17th hole, and $100,000 
forthe 18th. There also will 
be charitable component. 
Still to be revealed are the 
announcing crews. Kaplan 
sa id the Japan Skins will be 
produced inj apanese and 
English. 

It starts what figures to be 
a big week in golf-crazed 
Japan. The Japan Skins 
is at the front end of the 
7b7o Championship, the 
first official PGA Tour event 
in Japan, with a field ex¬ 
pected to include Woods, 
Mcllroy, Matsuyama, Day, 
J ustin Thomas and possibly 
Jordan Spieth. Japan is in 
the middle of a three-week 
Asia swing, with South Ko¬ 
rea at the front end and 
the HSBC Champions in 
Shanghaiasthe anchor. 
Kaplan said more specialty 
eventson GOLFTV a re likely. 
'We want to continue do¬ 
ing things like this, present¬ 
ing golf in new and interest¬ 
ing ways," Kaplan said. "I'm 
super excited about the 
production. We're not go¬ 
ing to rely on each player 
to tell their story. We'll make 
it fun and interactive, but 
we'll help these guys be fun 
and interactive. 
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WEDNESDAYS IN SEPTEMBER *8:00 PM - 10:00 PM 






WIN $10,000 IN CASH PRIZES THIS MONTH! 


PLUS $1,000 IN TOTAL CASH PRIZE FOR THE TOP 5 EARNED POINTS OF EACH WEEK! 


4 


STELLARIS 

CASH PRIZE , 

GIVE AWAY 


WEEK! 

$1,500 


WEEK 2 

$ 2,000 


WEEK 3 
$2,500 


WEEK 4 
$4,000 


IN CASH PfiFZES 


INCA-&H rHIZf j 


IN CASH PH. IIS 


IN CASH PR ZL5 


Earn one (1 j ticket with every 20 points earned from Wednesday 10:00 PM to 
Wednesday 8:00 PM. Participate every Wednesday from 8:00 PM - 1 0:00 PM 
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Canned With □£.! 
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Federer, McEnroe push forLaverCup's place in team tennis 



learn Europe's Roger Federer returns a ball during a training ses¬ 
sion forthe Laver Cup in Geneva, Switzerland, Thursday, Sept 
19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By GRAHAM DUNBAR 
AP Sports Writer 
GENEVA (AP) — Team 
eventsane having quite the 
resurgence on the men's 
tennis circuit, with three dif¬ 
ferent competitions sched¬ 
uled in the next four months. 
What's still unclear, though, 
is whetherthey can all co¬ 
exist in the long term. 
'Something's got to shake 
out," John McEnroe ac¬ 
knowledged Thursday, 
ahead of captaining a six- 
man world team in the an¬ 
nual LaverCup event. 

The three-day Laver Cup, 
co-owned by and starring 
Roger Federer, started in 
2017 while the International 
Tennis Federation sought 
a new format for the his¬ 
toric but ailing Davis Cup. 
It pits a team of European 
stars against a selection of 
players from the rest of the 
world. 

The revamped Davis Cup 
arrives in November with 18 
nations — though not Fe- 
derer's Switzerland — play¬ 
ing over seven days in a 


single city, Madrid, to end 
the 2019 season. 

Another team event 
launches the 2020 season 
— the inaugural 24-nation 
ATP Cup played Jan. 3-12 
in Australia. Then there's 
the Tokyo Olympicsas well, 
another addition to an al¬ 
ready packed schedule. 
Federer has committed to 
playing at the ATP Cup but 
hasn't made up his mind yet 
on the Olympics. He is con¬ 
fident, though, that there is 
room in the calendar for a II 
three team events. 
"Absolutely," Federer said 
Thursday, at the Europe 
squad's Laver Cup news 
conference in Geneva. 
'There were places in the 
past for four different Da¬ 
vis Cup matches," Federer 
said, recalling the February- 
April-September-Novem- 
ber fixtures he and Stan 
Wawrinka played to lift the 
2014 trophy. "Now it's less 
than that" for the three sep¬ 
arate team tournaments. 
Since Switzerland won its 
first and only Davis Cup ti¬ 


tle, Federerhasonly played 
a single fixture to gain eligi¬ 
bility forthe 2016 Olympics. 
Few expeetthe 38-year-old 
Federer to fit a Davis Cup 
comeback into his selec¬ 
tive schedule. He would 
likely get a wild-card ex¬ 
emption forthe 2020Tokyo 
Olympics, if he decides to 
play there. 

McEnroe noted there was 
no Olympic tennis for most 
of his career, during which 


he committed to the Davis 
Cup more than most peers. 
"Davis Cup was an impor¬ 
tant pa rt of my life and c a - 
reer, a chance to represent 
yourcountry,"he said, add¬ 
ing that the competition 
founded in 1900 was only 
recently "on life support." 
Then came a flurry of team 
formats. 

"(This) radical change fi¬ 
nally took place after way 
too long," McEnroe said. 


"Now they have this, what's 
it called, ATP Cup. So we 
have three of them when 
it almost seemed like there 
wasnone." 

Players need an invitation 
to be part of the Laver 
Cup, where they get to be 
around 1960sgreatRod La- 
verand play with oragainst 
Federer. 

'They've gotten their heart 
and soul involvement 
here," McEnroe said, add¬ 
ing the competition "should 
be something to survive." 
The ITF governing body has 
a 25-year Davis Cup deal 
with the Kosmos agency, 
whose investors include 
Gerard Pique, the cele¬ 
brated Spain and Barce¬ 
lona soccerplayer. 

Federer said tennis play¬ 
ers enjoy being in a team, 
and he is curious how the 
relaunched DavisCup and 
the ATP Cup debut are re¬ 
ceived. 

"Is it (the calendar) still go¬ 
ing to be like that in 10 
years? We don't know," Fe- 
derersaid. □ 
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Yankees lose to Angels 3-2, miss chance to c line h A L East 



Los Angeles Angels^ Michael Heimosillo (21) slides past New Yotk Yankees cate her Kyle Higash- 
ioka to score on a throwing error by relief pitcher Adam Ottavino during the sixth inning of a base¬ 
ball game Wednesday, Sept 18, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Re¬ 
lief pitcher Adam Otta¬ 
vino sailed a 30-foot throw 
home on Albert Pujols' tie¬ 
breaking chopper, and the 
sloppy New York Yankees 
lost to the Los Angeles An¬ 
gels 3-2 Wednesday night 
with a c ha nc e to c line h the 
ALEast. 

New York still would have 
locked down the division 
title with a Tampa Bay loss 
to the Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers later in the night. But 
with the Yankees waiting 
around in their clubhouse 
fora potential bubbly cel¬ 
ebration, the Rays rallied 
for an 8-7 victory in 11 in¬ 
nings that ended nearly 
three hoursafterNew York's 
game finished. 

The Yankees would have 
been assured a playoff 
spot if Cleveland had lost, 
but the India nsbeat Detroit 
2-1 in 10 innings. 

Yankees slugger Giancaifo 
Stanton stung the ball in his 
return from injury and CC 
Sabathia got an emotional 
send-off in his final regular- 
season start in the Bronx, 
yet New York dropped to 
99-54 after entering the 
night tied with Houston for 
the majors' best record. 
New York hasn't won the AL 
East since 2012, the third- 
longest drought for the 
club since divisions were 
formed in 1969. 

Angels right-hander Luke 
Band (2-2) struck out five 
over three perfect innings 
of relief. David Fletcherhad 
three hits and Pujols added 
two hits, a n RBI a nd a stolen 
base. Los Angeles left 13on 
base. 

Defensive whiz Andrel- 
ton Simmons dived to his 
backhand at shortstop 
to rob Luke Voit of a hit in 
the ninth, helping Hansel 
Robles complete his 22nd 
save 

AaronJ udge hit24th homer 
during an injury-shortened 
season. Ottavino (6-5) took 
the loss. 

ASTROS3, RANGERS2 

HOUSTON (AP) — Gerrit 
Cole struck out 10 batters, 
including his 300th of the 
season, in eight strong in¬ 
nings, Yuli Gurriel and J ose 
Altuve homered and Hous¬ 
ton beatTexasto lockup a 
postseason berth. 


Houston won its fifth stra ight 
and 100th game of the 
season, becoming one of 
six teams in major league 
history to win at least 100 
games in three stra ight sea¬ 
sons. 

The Astros (100-53) have 
the best record in the ma¬ 
jors and can clinch the AL 
West as early as Friday with 
a win and loss by Oakland. 
Cole (18-5) allowed two 
runs on six hits in earning 
his 14th straight win. He be¬ 
came the third Astros pitch- 
erto reach 300 strikeouts in 
a season, joining J .R. Rich¬ 
ard, who had 313 in 1979 
and 303 in 1978, and Mike 
Scott, who struck out 306 in 
1986. 

Roberto Osuna pitched the 
ninth for his 35th save. 

Willie Calhoun scored on a 
throwing error and Ronald 
Guzman hit a solo homer 
for Texas. 

Kolby Allard (4-1) allowed 
two runs on four hits with 
four walks and two strike¬ 
outs in five innings. "The 
Rangers have lost five 
stra ig ht. 

INDIANS 2, TIGERS 1, 101H 
INNING 

CLEVELAND (AP) — Yasiel 
Puig hit an RBI single off the 
top of the right field wall 
with two outs in the 10th in¬ 
ning and Cleveland kept 
up its playoff push, beating 
Detroit. 

The Indiansare fourgames 
behind the Twins in the AL 


Central and remained one- 
half game behind Tampa 
Bayforthe second AL wild¬ 
card spot. Cleveland is2 % 
games behind wild-card 
leaderOakland. 

Cleveland beat the Tigers 
for the 16th straight time 
this season. The Tigers, with 
the worst record in the ma¬ 
jors at 45-106, matched 
their longest losing streak 
against an opponent. They 
also dropped 16 in a row to 
Minnesota in 2002-03. 

Puig's bases-loaded drive 
off J ose Cisnero (0-4) came 
after an intentional walk 
to Carlos Santana. It was 
the fourth hit of the game 
and the fifth careerwalkoff 
plate appearance by Puig. 
Adam Cimber(6-3) earned 
the win for Cleveland, 
which did not allow a hit 
afterthe fourth inning. 
WHITE SOX 3, TWINS 1 
MINNEAPOUS (AP) — Held 
without a hit until the sixth 
inning, Minnesota man¬ 
aged only three in the loss 
to Chicago. 

In the AL Central, Minne¬ 
sota is four games ahead 
of Cleveland after the In¬ 
dians beat Detroit 2-1 in 10 
innings The surprising Twins 
still have a magic number 
of seven to clinch their first 
division title since 2010. 

Tack Collins homered and 
Yoan Moncada doubled 
twice for the White Sox. A 
trio of Chicago pitchers 
combined to take a no-hit¬ 


ter into the sixth. 

Eddie Rosario had an RBI 
single for Minnesota. Jake 
Odorizzi (14-7) struck out 
nine in 5 2/3 innings but 
lost for the second time in 
nine starts. He allowed two 
earned runs and seven hits. 
Jace Fry (3-4) pitched 1 
2/3 innings to get the win 
for Chicago. Alex Colome 
earned his 28th save in 30 
chances with a perfect 
ninth. 

ATHLETICS 1, ROYALS 0, 11 
INNINGS 

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 
MarkCanha hit an RBI dou¬ 
ble with two outs in the 11th 
inning and Oakland edged 
Kansas City to hold its lead 
atop the ALwild-card race. 
The Athletics, who have 
won seven of eight, began 
the day two gamesahead 
of Tampa Bay for the top 
wild-card spot. Cleveland 
was a half-game behind 
the Rays 

Sta rters Homer Ba iley of the 
A's a nd Da nny Duffy of the 
Royalseach pitched seven 
sharp innings. Bailey al¬ 
lowed three hits and struck 
out 11, while Duffy gave up 
two hits and fanned six. 
Jurickson Profar drew a 
leadoff walk from Jesse 
Hahn (0-1) in the 11th and 
stole second. After striking 
out Marcus Semien and 
Matt Chapman, Hahn in¬ 
tentionally walked Matt Ol¬ 
son to face Canha. 

J .B. Wendelken (3-1) 


pitched 1 1/3 scoreless in- 
ningsforthe win. 

GIANTS 11, RED SOX 3 

BOSTON (AP) — Stephen 
Vogt hit a two-run homer 
and San Francisco gave 
Bruce Bochy his2,000th ca¬ 
reer victory as a manager 
in the majors. 

Bochy becamejustthe 11th 
manager to achieve 2,000 
wins, reaching the mile¬ 
stone with just 10 games re¬ 
maining forthe Giants be¬ 
fore their skipper retires at 
the end of the season. 

He won 951 games while 
managing the San Diego 
Pa dres over 12 sea sons and 
is 1,049-1,047 in 13 years 
with San Francisco, which 
won three World Seriestitles 
with Bochy at the helm. 

Jeff Samardzija didn't al¬ 
low a hit until the sixth in¬ 
ning and the Giants gave 
him plenty of offense, tag¬ 
ging eight Boston pitchers 
for 15 hits while winning for 
the second straight night at 
Fenway Park. 

Rafael Devers hit his 30th 
home run and J ackie Brad- 
leyj r. homered forthe sec¬ 
ond straight night for the 
Red Sox. 

Vogt finished with four RBIs 
for the Giants Samardzija 
(11-12) pitched six innings, 
holding Boston to one run 
on two hits and four walks 
He struck out two. 

BLUE j AYS 11, ORIOLES 10 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Randal 
Grichuk hit a grand slam 
with two outs in the ninth in¬ 
ning, and Toronto rebound¬ 
ed from an ineffective start 
by Clay Buchholz to rally 
past Baltimore. 

Grichuk's 30th home run 
highlighted a six-run ninth 
that began with Toronto 
trailing 9-5. The shot came 
off Miguel Castro (1-3), who 
was charged with all six 
runs. Blue Jays star Vladi¬ 
mir Guerrero J r. left in the 
ninth after being shaken 
up making a hard slide into 
second base. Brock Stew¬ 
art (4-0) worked the eighth 
and Derek Law finished for 
his fifth save. J onathan Vil¬ 
la rand Anthony Santander 
homered to give Baltimore 
an early lead. 

It was another disappoint¬ 
ing outing by Buchholz. He 
allowed 10 hits, seven for 
extra bases, in 3 2/3 innings 
and left with a 6.48 ERAO 
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'ican Adventures ££ 
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ADULTS US$50 ONLY FRIDAY CHILDREN (4-12) US$27. 

Salsa music, Cuban snacks. Open bar with Mojitos, learn how to dance satsa & entertainment on 
board. Time 5:30 till 7:30pm 

Snacks: Banana Chips with shredded chicken, pork & chicken cracklings with mojito dip. 

Visit us at Casa del Mar Playa Linda, Holiday fnn Concicrgc/lobby desk/ beach huts r RIU Hut between Antilla & 
Palace Hotel on the beach, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday Inn & Playa Linda Resort. 

For reservations call 587-2302 (Mon-Sun) Or book online at: www.pelican-aruba.com 
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Meadows hornets 
in 11th, Rays tally 
past Dodgers 8-7 



Tampa Bay Rays: Austin Meadows hits a solo home tun off bos Angeles Dodgeis relief pitcher Josh 
Sborz, left; during the 11th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Sept 18,2019, in bos Angeles. 
The Rays won 8-7. 

Associated Press 


By the Assoc iated Press 
IDS ANGELES (AP) — Aus¬ 
tin Meadows homered 
leading off the 11th inning, 
sending Tampa Bay to a 
victory over Los Angeles 
that helped the Rays keep 
pace in the AL wild-card 
race and prevented the 
New York Yankees from 
clinching the AL East title. 
Tampa Bay remained two 
games behind Oakland 
forthe top wild card and a 
half-game ahead of Cleve¬ 
land forthe second spot. 
Meadows slugged his 32nd 
homer off J osh Sborz (0-1), 
and J i-Man Choi's sacrifice 
fly tacked on an insurance 
run afterthe Rays had ral¬ 
lied for two runs off closer 
KenleyJ ansen in the ninth. 
Tommy Pham had a ca¬ 
reer-high five hits for the 
Rays, who ended a two- 
game skid. 

"The teams combined to 
use 18 pitchers, two more 
than on Tuesday. 

Colin Poche (5-5) got the 
win. Pete Fairbanks earned 
his second save. 

Cody Bellinger slugged his 
45th homer in the eighth for 
the Dodgers. 

CARDINALS 5, NATIONALS 1 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Adam 
Wainwright outp itched 
MaxScherzer, DexterFowler 
made a sensational catch 
and NL Central-leading St. 
Louis beat Washington. 
Wainwright (13-9) limited 
the Nationals to an un¬ 
earned run in seven innings 
He gave up eighthits, struck 
out three and walked one. 
Trailing by four, and with 
two on with one out in the 
eighth. The Nats' Asdrubal 
Cabrera hit a drive off An¬ 
drew Miller that had the 
distance to leave the park, 


but Fowler jumped and 
reached far over the wall 
to make the grab. 

Tommy Ed man and Matt 
Wieters homered for St. 
Louis, which began the day 
with a two-game division 
lead overChicago and Mil¬ 
waukee. 

"The Nationals started the 
day with a 1 V^game lead 
overthe Cubsand Brewers 
in the NL wild-card race. 
Washington has lost nine 
of its last 14. Scherzer(10-7) 
gave up five runs in 6 2/3 in- 
ningsand struckoutll. 
Carlos Martinez got four 
outs for his 21st save in 24 
chances 

PADRES 2, BREWERS 1 

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Dinel¬ 
son La met struck out a 
career-high 14 and Kirby 
Yates fanned pinch-hitter 
Ryan Braun with a runner 
on second base to close 
out San Diego'S over play- 
off-contending Milwaukee. 
The Brewers, who had won 
four in a row, began the 
day tied with the Cubs for 
the second NL wild-card 
spot. 

Rookie Seth MejiasBrean 
hit his first career home run 
as the Padres ended a six- 
game losing streak. 

La met (3-5) pitched six in¬ 
nings, giving up three hits 
Keston Hiura connected 
off La met in the sixth for his 
17th home run of the sea¬ 
son. 

ME157, ROC KIES 4 

DENVER (AP) — Pete Alonso 
hit his major league-lead¬ 
ing 49th homerand drew a 
basesloaded walk during 
a four-run rally in the ninth 
inning that sent New York 
overColorado. 

New York closed to three 
games behind the Cubs 


and Brewersforthe second 
NL wild card when both 
teams lost later in the day. 
After winning two of three 
at Coors Field, the Mets 
have 10 games left this sea¬ 
son starting with a three- 
game series in Cincinnati 
that opens Friday. 

J eff McNeil also wentdeep 
forthe Mets, who seta fran¬ 
chise record with 225 home 
runs this sea son. 

J a iro Diaz (5-4) took the 
loss. Seth Lugo (7-4) earned 
the win. 

Rookie Sam Hilliard hit two 
home runs for the Rockies, 
connecting both times off 
Noah Syndengaard. 
Syndergaard went 5 2/3 in¬ 
nings, giving up fourrunson 
10 hits and striking out six. 
PHILLIES 4, BRAVES 1 
ATLANTA (AP) — Bryce 
Harperhita two-run homer, 
7acY\ Eflin pitched seven 
solid innings and Philadel¬ 
phia won its second straight 
game overAtlanta. 

Atlanta has lost three in a 
row for the first time since 
July 16-18, but still leads 
the division by nine games. 
With nine games left in the 
regular season, the Braves 
can clinch their second 


consecutive NL East title 
with either two wins, two 
Washington losses or a 
combination of one each. 
The Phillies, eliminated from 
the division race, are three 
games behind the Cubs 
and Brewers in the race for 
the second wild card. 

Eflin (9-12) gave up just an 
unearned run and five hits. 
Julio Teheran (10-10) al¬ 
lowed three hits and four 
runs — three earned — in 
five-plus innings. 
HectorNeriseamed hissec- 
ond save of the series and 
28th in 34 chances with a 
perfect ninth. 

MARINERS 4, PIRATES 1 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Kyle 
Lewis hit his fifth home run 
since debuting Sept. 10, 
Tom Murphy homered and 
Seattle beat Pittsburgh for 
its fourth stra ightwin. 

Dario Agrazal (4-5) allowed 
the four runs and six hits 
while striking out six in five 
innings. 

Tommy Milone (4-9) re¬ 
lieved Justin Dunn to start 
the third inning for Seattle 
before allowing two hits 
and using just 51 pitches to 
get through five shutout in¬ 
nings. Matt Magill earned 


his fifth save. 

The Pirates lost a fifth 
straight game since win¬ 
ning three of four from 
Sept. 9-12. They have been 
outscored 57-16 during the 
losing streak, including 10-1 
in the first two games of this 
series. 

DIAMONDBACKS 5, MAR¬ 
LINS 4 

PHOENIX (AP) — Mike 
Leake worked effectively 
into the seventh inning, Do¬ 
mingo Leyba had two RBIs 
and Arizona beat Miami. 
Arizona is 4 Vi games be¬ 
hind the Cubsabd Brewers 
in the race forthe NL'ssec¬ 
ond wild card. 

The Diamondbacks 

bounced back by jumping 
on Sandy Alcantara (5-14) 
early to keep theirslim play¬ 
off chances alive with nine 
gamesto go. 

Abraham Almonte hit his 
first career leadoff home 
run and Christian Walker 
added a solo shot for Arizo¬ 
na. Leake (12-11) gave up 
solo homers to Austin Dean 
and Starlin Castro, but lim¬ 
ited the rest of the dam¬ 
age in 6 2/3 innings Archie 
Bradley retired the final four 
batters for his 15th save.Q 
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Continued from Rage 17 

He's a guy that you'd want 
to have because he's go¬ 
ing to help and he's been 
in these situations When it 
comes around again, it's 
not going to faze him." 
Smith-Pelly and Andrew 
MacDonald in Calgary, 
Troy Brouwerin Florida, Matt 
Read in Toronto and Drew 
Stafford in Minnesota are 
among the experienced 
NHL players on camp try¬ 
outs this year. Even more 
are settling for one-year, 
prove-it contracts like 2019 
Cup winner Patrick Maroon 
(31 years old) and defense- 
man Kevin Shattenkirk (30) 
with Tampa Bay, Derick 
Brassard (31) with the New 
York Islanders, defenseman 
Ben Hutton (26) with Los 
Angeles and forward Riley 
Shea ha n (27) with Edmon¬ 
ton. 

Shattenkirk went from mak¬ 
ing $7 million last season 
with the Rangers to a one- 
year contract worth $1.75 
million. 

'There's something for me 
to prove," Shattenkirk said. 
"I think I have a huge chip 
on my shoulderright now." 
This is a II related to how the 
salarycap is managed. 
Across the league, there 
are 32 players who chew 
up 10% or more of his 
team's $81.5 million salary- 
cap space — with more 
potentially on the way 


when Colorado's Mikko 
Rantanen and Winnipeg's 
Patrick Laine sign deals. For 
example, ConnorMcDavid 
accounts for over 15% of 
Edmonton'scap space. 

It is a trend that shows the 
value of elite talent but it 
means there is less money 
to go around for comple¬ 
mentary players who are 
not on entry-level con¬ 
tracts. A handful of play¬ 
ers also have expressed 
concern that restricted free 
agents are making more 
out of their entry-level con¬ 
tracts than ever before, fur¬ 
ther scrambling available 
money forsupport players. 
'Tea ms, they wa nt to ta ke 
a shot on a young guy that 
has got an upside they 
see," O'Reilly said. "It'stough 
because there's so many 
good players out the re that 
aren'tgetting jobsbecause 
of it." 

Chicago'sJ onathanToews, 
31, and Patrick Kane, 30, 
eat up almost 26% of the 
Blackhawks' cap space. 
They combined to win the 
Stanley Cup three times, 
but their deals and rich 
ones given to defense- 
men Duncan Keith and 
Brent Seabrooktend to be 
blamed fora lackof depth 
in Chicago, which has 
missed the playoffs the past 
two seasons. 

Toewssaid he understands 
the economics of the 




In this Dec. 31, 2018, file photo, Washington Capitals right wing Devante Smith-Pelly (25) skates 
with the puck during the thiid period of an NHL hoc key game against the Nashville Predators, in 
Washington. 

Associated Press 


league aren't getting any 
easier for players as they 
get older. 

"It's tough," Toews said. "It 
just goesto show you can't 
take anything for granted, 
even though you've been 
in the league or you're a 
proven player at this level. 
You start getting into your 
30s ... you realize that the 
league's only going to get 
younger, it's only going to 
get stronger, it's only going 
to get better." 

It's not just older players, ei¬ 
ther. Smith-Pelly is 27, Joe 


Morrow is 26 and trying 
to make the Rangers and 
fellow defenseman Alex 
Petrovic is27asa long shot 
to get a contract with Bos¬ 
ton. 

Grinding forward Garnet 
Hathaway played the past 
two seasons on one-year 
deals in Calgary making 
under$l million each year. 
He went into free agency a 
bit nervousbut wasable to 
land a four-year, $6 million 
contractand some security 
with the Capitals, who also 
signed Brendan Leipsic to a 


one-year deal and Richard 
Panik for four years after 
each player had bounced 
around the league. 
'Contracts are hard to 
come by in this league," 
Hathaway said. "It's such a 
competitive league. Guys I 
know personally that have 
gone through it, they're 
some of the most com¬ 
petitive guys It's guys who 
have played in this league 
a long time and have great 
careers You wish them 
the best of luck, but it's 
competitive.'□ 


Iran suspended from world judo over Israel boycott policy 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland 
(AP) — Iran has been sus¬ 
pended from international 
judo competitions be¬ 
cause it boycotts bouts 
with Israeli athletes 
Less than a month after 
world champion Saeid 
Mollaei walked off the Ira¬ 
nian team in protest of the 
boycott policy, the Inter¬ 
national Judo Federation 
(IJ F) said Wednesday that 
Iran issuspended ahead of 
a full hearing. 

Iran's judo federation is 
accused of discriminating 
against Israeli athletesand 
breaking rules over manip¬ 
ulating competition results. 
'The IJ F Executive Commit¬ 
tee considered thatsuch a 
conduct is intolerable," the 
federation said. 

Mollaei hassaid he wasre- 
peatedly ordered by Irani- 



ln this photo taken Sept 12, 2019, Iranian judoka Saeid Mol¬ 
laei poses for a portrait photo at an undisclosed southern city 
ofGeimany. 

Associated Press 


an officialsto lose matches tions, including last month's 
or withdraw from competi- world championships, so 


as not to face Israelis He 
is currently in hiding in Ger¬ 
many. 

The president of Iran's judo 
federation, Arash Mires- 
maeili, condemned the 
IJ F for suspending it and 
called it "hasty and unfair", 
semi-official Mehr news 
agency reported Wednes¬ 
day. 

Miresmaeli said the IJ F sent 
an e-mail on Sept. 13 and 
asked Iran to send a re¬ 
port to defend itself, "Un¬ 
fortunately, once we saw 
the World Federation's e- 
mail today, it is completely 
a part from the routine...". 
Iran does not recognize 
Israel as a country, and 
Iranian sports teams have 
for several decades had 
a policy of not competing 
against Israelis. 

IJ F spokesman Vlad Mari- 


nescu said any ban won't 
apply to next year's Tokyo 
Olympics That's because 
it's the Iranian Olympic 
Committee, notthe Iranian 
judo federation, that for¬ 
mally enters the Olympic 
team. 

Meanwhile, the IJ F is ex¬ 
ploring ways to allow Mol¬ 
laei to compete on the In¬ 
ternational Olympic Com¬ 
mittee's team of refugees. 
The IOC has signaled a 
harder line on boycotts in 
recent years. 

In June, IOC President 
Thomas Bach criticized 
governments who "clearly 
abuse sport for their po¬ 
litical purposes," noting a 
case in May of a Tunisian 
court blocking four Israe¬ 
lis from competing at the 
taekwondo junior world 
championshipsQ 
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Atlanta United goalkeeper ftzemyslawTyton is scored on by At¬ 
lanta United forward Josef Martinez in the second half of an MLS 
soccer match, Wednesday, Sept 18, 2019, in Cincinnati. 

Associated Press 


Duncan, Royer 
lead Red Bulls 
pa st limbers 2-0 


By The Assoc iated Press 
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 

Kyle Duncan scored his first 
MLS goal in the opening 
minutes and Daniel Royer 
added a penalty kick in 
stoppage time to give the 
New York Red Bulls a 2-0 
victory over the Portland 
Timbers on Wednesday 
nig ht. 

The Red Bulls (13-13-5), 
jockeying for home-field 
advantage in the playoffs 
with three games remain¬ 
ing, snapped a three- 
game losing streak. 

It was the second straight 
lossforthe limbers (13-13-4) 
and fifth at home this sea¬ 
son, matching the team's 
mark for most home losses 
set in 2011, their first season 
in MajorLeague Soccer. 
Portland has gone 2-4 in its 
last six games as it tries to 
secure a spot in the post¬ 
season with four games 
left. Last year, the Timbers 
advanced to the MLS Cup 
final. 

Portland's top scorer, Brian 
Fernandez, was back in 
the starting lineup against 
the Red Bulls after missing 
the previous game with a 
stomach illness. 

SOUNDERS O, PC DALLAS 0 
SEATTLE (AP) — Stefan Frei 
made three saves for his 
first shutout sine ej ulyas Se¬ 
attle and FC Dallas played 
to a scoreless draw and 


picked up a crucial point in 
the standings. 

The Sounders (14-9-8) 
reached 50 points and re¬ 
tained their tenuous hold 
on second place in the MLS 
Western Conference. Dal¬ 
las (12-11-8) has 44 points, 
and combined with Port¬ 
land's 2-0 home loss to the 
New York Red Bulls, jumped 
ahead of the Timbers in the 
West. The last shutout for 
Frei and the Sounders was 

I- 0 at Houston on J uly 27. In 
the eight games since, and 
before Wednesday night's 
game, Seattle had allowed 
19 goals in going 3-3-2. 

It was Frei's eighth shutout 
of the season. 

Jesse Gonzalez earned his 
seventh shutout for Dallas 
He made three saves. 
ATLANTIA UNTIED 2, PC CIN¬ 
CINNATI O 

CINCINNATI (AP) — Josef 
Martinez scored two goals 
six-minutes a part in the sec¬ 
ond ha If to lead Atlanta. 
Martinez gave Atlanta (16- 

II- 3) the lead in the 59th 
minute on a shot 12 yards 
out from the center of the 
box, assisted by Gonzalo 
Pity Martinez. Martinez 
sealed it in the 65th on a 
shot 11 yards out from the 
center of the box, assisted 
by Julian Gressel.Atlanta 
outshot Cincinnati (6-22-3) 
15 to 12, with seven shots 
on goalO 



United States? coach Gregg Popovich, left talks to Uhited States? Donovan Mitchell, center and 
United States' Kemba Walker at right for the HBA Basketball World Cup in Dongguan in southern 
China'sGuangdong province onThuisday, Sept 12, 2019. 
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U.Sb keeps tDp spot in HBA men's 
world rankings; Spain No. 2 


By DM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball WHter 

USA Basketball has kept its 
No. 1 spot in the FIBA world 
men's rankings, even after 
a disappointing seventh- 
place showing in the World 
Cup that ended earlierthis 
week. 

It's now nine-yea rs-and- 
counting in the top spot for 
the U.S., which has held the 
No. 1 ranking since winning 
the 2010 world champion¬ 
ship. World Cup champion 
Spain stayed No. 2, Aus¬ 
tralia leaped eight spots 
to No. 3, World Cup final¬ 
ist Argentina rose one spot 
to No. 4 and World Cup 
bronze-medalist France fell 
two slots to No. 5. 

FIBA's rankings take re¬ 
sults from the most recent 
eight years into account — 
which means the U.S. is still 
reaping point benefits from 
the 2012 and 2016 Olympic 
gold medals and the 2014 
World Cup title. 

"In this day and age, bas¬ 
ketball in other countries is 
not a secret," U.S. coach 
Gregg Popovich said after 
the Americans completed 
their run in the World Cup. 
"So it's not like there's an 
epiphany ora revelation to 
be made. There are won¬ 
derful tea msand wonderful 
coachesall overthe world. 
You go compete and the 
best tea ms win." 

It's now expected that the 
U.S. will retain the No. 1 


ranking going into the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics. Several 
top NBA players, including 
Stephen Curry, Draymond 
Green and Damian Liliand 
have said in recent days 
that they intend to play for 
the U.S. in Tokyo, where the 
Americans will try to win a 
fourth consecutive gold 
medal. 

Most top U.S. players de¬ 
clined to be part of the 
World Cup team. 

"I'm expecting them to be 
so strong next year," Spain 
coach Sergio Scariolo said. 
OLYMPIC UPDATE 
The new rankings con¬ 
firmed that European 
champion Slovenia, which 
didn't earn a spot in the 
World Cup field after many 
of its top players couldn't 
take partin qualifying since 
those games conflicted 
with the NBA and Euro¬ 
league schedules, will still 
have a chance to com¬ 
pete in the Olympics — as 
will seven other tea ms that 
found out they're headed 
to playoffs next year. 
Angola, Senegal, Mexico, 
Uruguay, China, Korea 
and Croatia also still have 
Olympic hopes. Those last 
eight playoff spots award¬ 
ed Thursday went to the 
top two teams from Afri¬ 
ca, Europe, Asia-Oceania 
and the Americas regions 
who hadn't either already 
clinched Olympic berths 
or spots in the last-chance 


playoffs. 

Japan is automatically 
qualified for the 12-team 
Olympic tournament as 
the host country. The U.S., 
Argentina, Nigeria, Spain, 
France, Iran and Australia 
clinched Olympic spots at 
the World Cup by finishing 
as the best teams in their 
respective FIBA regions — 
the Americas, Africa, Eu¬ 
rope, Asia and Oceania. 
That leaves four unclaimed 
Olympic berths, and 24 
teamsto compete forthem 
in playoffs next year. There 
will be foursix-team tourna¬ 
ments held from June 23- 
28, 2020 — winner-take-all, 
all in this case meaning an 
Olympic berth. Bidding for 
sites is expected to begin 
shortly, FIBA said. 

The other 16 playoff spots 
were awarded based on 
World Cup placing. They 
went to Serbia, Uthuania, 
Greece, Russia, Brazil, Ita¬ 
ly, Puerto Rico, Turkey, the 
Dominican Republic, Ven¬ 
ezuela, Germany, Cana¬ 
da, the Czech Republic, 
Poland, New Zealand and 
Tunisia. 

MOVING UP 

Belize was the top mover 
in the new rankings, climb¬ 
ing 50 spots to No. 118. 
Kosovo rose 21 spots to No. 
69, Togo went up 21 spots 
to No. 136, Tunisia climbed 
18 spots to No. 33 and Ivory 
Coast went up 16 spots to 
No. 48.Q 
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Howto navigate new privacy features in Apple iPhone update 



In this Sept ID, 2019, photo, Phil Schiller, SeniorVice President of Worldwide Marketing, talks about 
the new iPhone 11 Pro and Max, during an eventto announce new products in Cupertino, Calif. 

Associated Ftess 


By ANIC KJ ESDANUN 
APTec hnology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Apple's 
iOS 13 software update 
comes with plenty of pri¬ 
vacy enhancements— but 
in some cases, only if you 
take the time to under¬ 
stand how they work. 
Among the changes: You'll 
be able to sign in to third- 
party services with your Ap¬ 
ple ID account ratherthan 
Facebook's or Google's 
You'll also get more notices 
and warnings about apps 
tapping location data. 

Ihe free update is avail¬ 
able for existing iPhones 
on "Thursday and will come 
with new iPhone 11 models 
out Friday. 

Here's how to navigate the 
new privacy features and 
ma ke the most of them. 
APPLE SIGN-IN 
Google and Facebook 
have long made it easy to 
sign into third-party services 
without having to create 
new accounts — and new 
passwords to remember. 
Trouble is, by leaning on 
those companies, you're 
also opening the door for 
them to collect more data 
about you. You may find 
that disheartening given 
numerous privacy lapses , 
especially involving Face- 
book. Apple is offering an 
alternative. "The company 
doesn't have the same 
need to collect data, as 
it doesn't count on profits 
from data-driven targeted 
ads the way Google and 
Facebookdo. Apple prom¬ 
ises it won't track you when 
you use "Sign in with Apple." 


One attractive feature is 
the ability to maskyourreal 
email address. Apple can 
give you a new, unique 
email for every service you 
use, and will automatically 
forward messages to your 
own email account. You 
can reduce junk mail by 
disabling forwarding from 
specific companies, while 
still using that Apple email 
to sign in. Apple says it 
won't snoop on messages. 
Apps that offer an out¬ 
side sign-in system, such 
as Facebook's, must also 
include Apple's to be on 
iPhones. But Apple's system 
is limited to sharing your 
name and email address. If 
the app needs more infor¬ 
mation, you'll have to pro¬ 
vide that on yourown — or 


fall back on Facebook or 
Google anyway. 

But don't stray from Apple's 
garden. You'll need to sign 
in through a web browser 
if you use the service on 
Android, Windows or other 
non-Apple devices. "That 
eliminates much of the 
convenience. 

LOCADON, LOCATION, LO¬ 
CATION 

Maps, ride-hailing and 
many other apps need 
your location data to work. 
But does your drug store or 
coffee shop really need to 
know where you are and 
where you've been? 
Previously, Apple gave you 
just a few choices on the 
matter. You could share 
your location continuous¬ 
ly with an app, provide it 


only when you were using 
the app, or deny the app 
access to any location in¬ 
formation. (The last choice 
breaks many apps, and 
it can be a challenge to 
tum location backon if you 
change your mind.) 

Now Apple will letyou grant 
location permission tempo¬ 
rarily. If you close the app 
or restart the phone, you'll 
have to grant permission 
again. You can keep doing 
that until you're more com¬ 
fortable with the app and 
its use of location, at which 
time you can make permis¬ 
sion permanent. 

But permanent doesn't 
mean sharing while the 
app is in the background. 
After you've used an app 
for a while, the phone will 


prompt you with details 
on where and how many 
times it hastapped your lo¬ 
cation. Only then can you 
grant "always allow" ac¬ 
cess. You can also take it 
back if you've given it be¬ 
fore. The idea is to arm you 
with more information be¬ 
fore deciding. 
Unfortunately, there's no 
"reject once" option to see 
how well an app works 
without location. Once you 
reject it, you'll have to go 
into settingsto tum location 
backon. 

LOCATION, THE SNEAKY 
WAY 

Even if you've denied loca¬ 
tion access, apps might be 
able to infer it through Blue¬ 
tooth connections. A retail 
store, for instance, might 
have Bluetooth beacon 
trackers to detect people 
who have its app installed. 
Now, apps must specially 
ask for that permission. 
(There are exceptionswhen 
a music app, for instance, 
wants to stream to head¬ 
phones you've already 
paired with the phone.) 
Apps that have been up¬ 
dated for iOS 13 must tell 
you specifically why they 
need Bluetooth. Citi'sapp, 
for instance, says it's to en¬ 
able after-hours entry to 
ATM lobbies without pulling 
out your card. You're left 
guessing with older apps If 
you're not sure, just say "no." 
Apple is also clamping 
down on apps' ability to in¬ 
fer your location by identi¬ 
fying nearby Wi-Fi networks, 
which can be matched to 
location databases. □ 


Maine's tougher new distracted driving ban in effect 


By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — A 

new Maine law that pro¬ 
hibits the use of hand-held 
phones and other devices 
while driving is now in ef¬ 
fect, and police will be 
keeping an eye out for vio¬ 
lations starting Thursday. 

The new law adds restric¬ 
tions to the state's rules 
against distracted driving. 
It states that no one can 
operate a vehicle "while 
using, manipulating, talk¬ 
ing into or otherwise inter¬ 
acting with a hand-held 


electronic device or mo¬ 
bile telephone." The law 
calls for a first-offense fine 
of no less than $50, but a 
judge with the ability to set 
the fine has put it at $230. 
Fines will climb with further 
offenses. 

'The troopers will be look¬ 
ing for violations, and this 
will be one of them," Maine 
State Police spokesman 
Stephen McCausland said. 
Police agencies in the 
state have been "proac¬ 
tive in getting the word out 
and assisting drivers with 
the change," McCaus¬ 


land said. He said the new 
rules will mean converting 
to newer technology that 
enables a driver to use a 
phone while keeping both 
handson the wheel. 

The new rules allow driv¬ 
ers to use mobile phones 
and devices in hands-free 
mode. They also state that 
drivers may use a device 
to communicate with law 
enforcement or emergen¬ 
cy services if they are fac¬ 
ing an immediate threat to 
their health orwellbeing. 
The rules also state that a 
person who haspulled over 


to the side of the road and 
has stopped moving and 
"can safely remain station¬ 
ary may use, manipulate, 
talk into or otherwise inter¬ 
act with a hand-held elec¬ 
tronic device or mobile 
telephone." 

That means a driver must 
pull over to plug an ad¬ 
dress into a GPS ratherthan 
attempting to do so while 
driving, for example. 
Democratic Sen. Bill Dia¬ 
mond of Windham issued a 
statement Wednesday that 
said distracted driving has 
reached "epidemic pro¬ 


portions on Maine roads." 
He cited statistics from the 
AAA Foundation for Traffic 
Safety that said more than 
half of drivers have said 
they've used a hand-held 
cellphone while driving at 
least once in the past 30 
days 

Other bills that go into ef¬ 
fect Thursday include a 
requirement that most chil¬ 
dren who ride in cars do 
so in rear-facing car seats 
until they are 2 years old. 
Another law prohibits elec¬ 
tronic smoking devices at 
schoolsO 
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US stock indexes edge higher as early tally loses momentum 



In this Sept 4,2019, file photo traders J ohn Doyle, left; and Ric hard Deviccaio work on the floorof 
the New York Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 


ByALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 

U.S. stock indexes edged 
higher in afternoon trading 
Thursday afteran early rally 
lost some of its strength. 
Even so, the benchmark 
S&P 500 index hovered 
within 0.5% of its all-time 
hig h set J uly 26 a s the ma r- 
ket remained on track to 
extend gains from a day 
earlier. 

Health care and technol¬ 
ogy stocks accounted for 
much of the gains. Merck 
&Co. rose 1.4% Microsoft 
was among the big win¬ 
ners in the tech sector. 
It climbed 1.8% after the 
software giant boosted its 
quarterly dividend and ap¬ 
proved a $40 billion stock 
buyback. 

Energy stocks, which rallied 
earlier in the week asc rude 
oil prices soared following 
an attack on key oil facili¬ 
ties in Saudi Arabia, fell the 
most. Hess slid 2.4% 
Industrial stocks also de¬ 
clined. Southwest Airlines 
dropped 1.5% 

Bond prices were little 
changed. The yield on the 
10-year Treasury held at 
1.78% 

The latest gains came as 
investors weighed a batch 
of encouraging economic 
reports, including new data 
indicating U.S. home sales 
rose sharply last month 
and an index of manufac¬ 
turing activity that came 
in ahead of analysts' fore¬ 
casts. Meanwhile, appli¬ 
cations for U.S. unemploy- 
mentaid edged higherlast 
week, but still totaled less 


than what economists pro¬ 
jected. 

'Today's gains are really 
tied to the better-than-ex- 
pected economic news," 
said Kate Wame, chief in¬ 
vestment strategist at Ed¬ 
ward J ones. 

The data reinforces the 
outlook from the Federal 
Reserve, which projects 
slower economic growth, 
but not a recession. 

On Wednesday, the Fed re¬ 
duced its benchmark inter¬ 
est rate forthe second time 
this year in a bid to keep 
the economy from stall¬ 
ing in the face of slowing 
economic growth overseas 
and uncertainty over the 
U.S.-China trade war. 

Fed officials were sharply 
divided in their outlook for 
future interest rate policy. 


As a result, the central 
bank didn't indicate clear¬ 
ly whether more rate cuts 
were likely this year. Still, it 
left the dooropen foraddi- 
tional rate cuts if the econ¬ 
omy weakens 
'That'sa nuanced message 
that markets a re beginning 
to feel comfortable with," 
Wame said. "And the fact 
that the economic data to¬ 
day wasa little betterthan 
expected is reassuring, as 
opposed to worrisome, 
in an environment where 
there's a lot of variation 
among voting members (of 
the Fed)." 

The Fed's outlook for the 
U.S. economy, and that 
of corporations, has been 
clouded this year as the 
trade conflict between the 
world's two biggest econo¬ 


mies has escalated and 
multiple attempts at ne¬ 
gotiating a resolution have 
fa iled. 

Washington and Beijing 
were set to begin trade 
talks Thursday ahead of 
more formal negotiations 
set for next month. 

Markets have rallied this 
month afterboth sidestook 
steps to ease tensions in 
advance of the talks That's 
fueled speculation among 
investors that the U.S. and 
China may at least reach 
an interim deal in theircost- 
ly trade conflict. 

"A lackof escalation orpo- 
tentiaI de-escalation would 
be something that would 
be viewed positively by the 
markets," said Bill Northey, 
senior investment director 
at U.S. Bank Wealth Man¬ 


agement. 

Meanwhile, France's fi¬ 
nance minister said Europe 
is ready to impose retalia¬ 
tory ta riffs next yea r on U.S. 
goodsaspartofa long-run¬ 
ning dispute over subsidies 
to plane makers Airbus and 
Boeing. 

KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 

500 index was up 0.3% as 
of 2:20 p.m. Eastern Time. 
The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average gained 31 points, 
or 0.1% to 27,178. The Nas¬ 
daq added 0.3% The Rus¬ 
sell 2000 index of smaller 
company stocks rose 0.2% 
Major stock indexes in Eu¬ 
rope finished mostly lower. 
Indexes in Asia were mixed. 
ANOTHER RATE CUT: The Fed 
cut its benchmark interest 
rate by a quarter of a per¬ 
centage point on Wednes¬ 
day, in a widely expected 
move. The rate, which is 
now at a range of 1.75%to 
2% influences many con- 
sumerand business loans 
The market initially sold off 
on the news, however, af¬ 
ter the Fed revealed that 
its panel of policymakers is 
divided about the upcom¬ 
ing path for interest rates 
Stocks rebounded after 
Fed Chairman Jerome 
Powell said the central 
bank would be ready to 
take action if the economy 
weakened. 

The Fed is trying to keep 
the U.S. economic expan¬ 
sion from being derailed 
by uncertainties over the 
U.S. trade war with Chi¬ 
na, slower global growth 
and a slump in American 
manufacturing^ 


Mortgage rates boosted US home sales 1.3% in August 


By J OSH BOAK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 

home sales rose 1.3% in 
August to the highest lev¬ 
el in 17 months, as mort¬ 
gage rates near historic 
lows have spurred a rush of 
home-buying. 

The National Association of 
Realtors said Thursday that 
homes sold last month at 
a seasonally adjusted an¬ 
nualized rate of 5.49 mil¬ 
lion units, the best perfor¬ 
mance since March 2018. 
Sales have increased 2.6% 
from a yearago. Cheaper 


borrowing costs have in¬ 
creased affordability for 
buyers, but they have also 
led to higher prices amid a 
shortage of properties for 
sale. 

The median sales price 
climbed 4.7% from a year 
ago to $278,200, outpacing 
average wage gains 
Homebuyers have been a 
beneficiary from the recent 
economic uncertainty, as 
interest rates have fallen in 
response to slower global 
growth and President Don¬ 
ald Trump's tariffs against 
China. 


The 30-year mortgage rate 
averaged 3.56% this week, 
down from 4.6% a year 
ago, according to mort¬ 
gage buyerFreddie Mac. 
Still, the upside is limited 
by a decline in sales list¬ 
ings There were 1.86 million 
properties for sale at the 
end of August, down 2.6% 
from a yearago. 

The inventory crunch ap¬ 
pears to be most pro¬ 
nounced in starter homes 
priced below $250,000, 
the kinds of properties that 
are generally affordable 
for first-time buyers. Sales 


of homes worth less than 
$250,000 have fallen in 
the past year, while sales 


of home priced between 
$250,000 and $1 million 
have risen.O 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 


9/20 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Acting group 
5 _ down; lose 
weight 

9 Grand 4-run 
hit 

13 Hate 

15 Scrabble piece 

16 Nylons 

17 Sky sight 

18 Pakistan’s capital 

20 All_; prepared 

21 Flour container 

23 Beauty parlors 

24 Follow a parcel's 
path 

26 dos, tres... 

27 International pact 
29 Fragrances 

32 Mysterious 

33 Small kitchen 
appliance 

35 Crony 

37 Eager 

38 Forest trees 

39 Carry 

40 Source of light & 
heat 

41 Basins 

42 Soviet labor camp 

43 Holiday drink 

45 Conductors’ 
sticks 

46 Galloped 

47 DoOrkin’s job 

48 Abrasion 

51 Knot-tying words 

52 Lyricist Gershwin 
55 Summer camp 

employee 
58 Shaver’s need 

60 Surrounded by 

61 Angry speech 

62 Allen or Martin 

63 Reagan & 
Howard 

64 Swing to and fro 

65 Bewildered 

DOWN 

1 Tams & beanies 

2 Up to the task 

3 Breaking to bits 

4 2000 pounds 

5 Smell bad 
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6 Fleur-de—_ 

7 Under the 
weather 

8 Uses a ruler 

9 Shabbat greeting 

10 Gray wolf 

11 As straight _ 
arrow 

12 Prescriptions, for 
short 

14 Partial refund to 
a buyer 

19 Grand home 

22 Like slick winter 
roads 

25 Bug spray 

27 Afternoon socials 

28 Musical variety 
show 

29 Sharp tools 

30 Says Tm sorry” 

31 Hell’s ruler 

33 Actress_-Na 

Wen 

34 Cuttlefish 
secretion 

36 Portions of a 
journey 


38 Leads the way 

39 Ballerina’s skirt 

41 Clothing 
fasteners 

42 Zsa Zsa & Eva 

44 Pricey pianos 

45 Sleeping spot 

47 Filthy 

48 Skin mark 


49 Singer Perry 

50 Destroy 

53 Wander 

54 Zone 

56 Regulation 

57 “Snakes _ 
Plane”; scary film 

59 “One Day_ 
Time” 
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Feds propose major habitat protections 
for killer whales 



In this Jan. 18, 2014, file photo, an endangered female ore a 
leaps fiom the water while breaching in Ftiget Sound west of 
Seattle, Wash. 

Associated Press 


SEATILE (AP) - U S. protec¬ 
tions for the waters that a 
group of endangered or- 
cascall home could soon 
expand beyond the Se¬ 
attle area to encompass 
much of the West Coast, 
from the Canadian border 
to central California. 

The National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin¬ 
istration issued a proposal 
Wednesday to increase 
the critical habitat desig¬ 
nation for southern resident 
killer whales by more than 
sevenfold under the En¬ 
dangered SpeciesAct. 

J ust 73 orcas remain in the 
Pacific Northwest popula¬ 
tion, the lowest number in 
more than three decades. 
Ihey're struggling with a 
lack of Chinook salmon, 
their preferred prey, as well 
astoxic contamination and 
vessel noise. 

Ihe NOAA proposal calls 
for an additional 15,626 
sq ua re miles (40,471 sq ua re 
kilometers) of federally pro¬ 
tected habitat that would 
run from the border with 
Canada, down south to 
Point Sur, California. 

Ihe designation means 
federal agencies must en¬ 
sure thatactivitiesthey pay 
for, permit or carry out do 
not ha no the habitat, but 
it does not generally affect 
approved recreational or 
commercial activity such 
as whale watching and 
shipping, said Lynne Barre, 
NOAA Fisheries' recovery 
coordinatorforthe whales 
"It only affects federal ac¬ 
tions, so where there is a 
federal permit or grant 
or federal decision, that's 
what's protected," Barre 
said. 

The orcasthat return to the 
inland waters of Washing¬ 
ton state every summerare 
genetically distinct from 
other killer whale popula¬ 
tions a round the world and 
differ from some of the 
others in eating primarily 
salmon, ratherthan sealsor 
other marine mammals 
The survival of the three 
orca pods that make up 
the so-called southern 
resident population have 
been under intense scrutiny 
recently. One orca, known 
asJ35, drew international 


attention last year as she 
carried her dead newborn 
on her head for more than 
two weeks. 

"The whales were listed as 
endangered in 2005 after 
the Center for Biological 
Diversity sued for the status 
The following year, NOAA 
Fisheries designated Puget 
Sound as critical habitat, 
which covered about2,560 
square miles (6,630 square 
kilometers) around Seattle. 
The environmental group 
sued again last year to 
force the agency to act 
on its 2014 petition to ex¬ 
pand protections to where 
the orcaslookforfood and 
migrate off the coasts of 
Washington, Oregon and 
California. 

The group said the protec¬ 
tions would help reduce 
water pollution and restrict 
vessel traffic that can in¬ 
terfere with the animals 
NOAA Fisheries agreed in 
2015 tha t sue h a move wa s 


necessary. 

Species with critical habi¬ 
tat protections like those 
proposed Wednesday are 
twice as likely to recover, 
said J ulie Teel Simmonds, a 
senior attorney at the Cen¬ 
ter for Biological Diversity. 
The plan is largely in line 
with what her group has 
pushed for. 

"It's an independent re¬ 
quirement that really foe us¬ 
es on the recovery aspect, 
so we're not just trying to 
keep these orcas limping 
along at73individuals,"she 
said. 'We want to see them 
grow to the point where 
these protections won't be 
needed." 

Idaho, Oregon and Cali¬ 
fornia were notified of the 
proposal, though Barre said 
there hasn't been official 
feedback yet. The 90-day 
public comment period 
opens Thursday and ap¬ 
proval is not expected until 
a t lea st next yea r.Q 
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Divi Studio 

wk 35 8/31 Dutch Village rm 128 
buy $1,995 

Divi Golf wk 35 8/31, unit 4201, 
start $1,995 
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or call 508-651-0016 
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Violence Against Women 



HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



September 24 

Freedom the Seas 

September 15 

Monarch 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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AP- NO RC Poll: A meric a ns somewhat c onfident in c limate fight 



In thisJune 1, 2017 photo, a wind tuihine, which is part of the Lost Creek Wind Farm, is silhouetted 
againstthe setting sun near King City, Mo. In this J une 1,2017 photo, a wind turbine, which is part 
of the Lost Creek \Mnd Farm, is silhouetted againstthe setting sun nearKing City, Mo. 

Associated Press 


By SETH BORENSTEN and 
EMILY SWANSON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Most 
Americans are at least 
somewhat confident that 
the world will step up in its 
fight against global warm¬ 
ing — but there are limits to 
theiroptimism. 

That's according to a new 
poll by The Associated 
Press-NO RC Center for 
Public Affa irs Research that 
also shows most think their 
own actions can make a 
difference. 

About 7 in 10 Americans 
think it is at least moder¬ 
ately likely the world will 
take action in the next de¬ 
cade to reduce emissions 
of heat-trapping carbon 
dioxide and other gases, 
but only about 3 in 10 think 
that's very likely to happen, 
according to the August 
poll. 

Two-thirds of those polled 
said they think pollution 
reduction would have at 
least some impact in pre¬ 
venting future warming, 
but only about a quarter 
think it would do a lot to 
keep climate change at 
bay. About 3 in 10 Ameri¬ 
cans overall think even 
if emissions are cut back 
significantly it will do little 
or nothing to stop climate 
change. 

"I worry for my children and 
my grandchildren and for 
the future and what they 
have in store forthem,"said 
Vickie J ackson, of Aydlett, 
North Carolina. "I don'tthink 
it's going to get any better, 
unfortunately. It would take 
everybody to really pitch in 
and really care." 

Michael Mann, a promi¬ 
nent Pennsylvania State 
University climate scientist 
who has been labeled an 
alarmist by people who 
reject mainstream climate 
science, sees it a bit differ¬ 
ently. 


"I'm cautiously optimistic 
that we WILL take the ac¬ 
tions necessary to avert 
catastrophic warming," 
Mann said in an email. 
"However, these poll results 
also show that one of the 
greatest threats to action 
now isn't outright denial. ... 
It's hopelessness and de¬ 
spair and a growing sense 
in some communities that 
we have no agency in ad¬ 
dressing thischallenge." 
Democrats and younger 


people show a bit more 
optimism than Republicans 
and older America ns. 

Eight in 10 Democrats say 
reducing carbon pollution 
in the next decade would 
help prevent additional 
global warming. About half 
of Republicans say emis¬ 
sion cuts would have little 
orno impact. 

About three-quarters of 
those under 45 say pollu¬ 
tion cuts could prevent fu¬ 
ture warming, compared 


with about 6 in 10 of those 
45 and older. 

Ann Florence, 70, ofjones- 
borough, Tennessee, said 
she's not optimistic the gov¬ 
ernment — especially the 
Trump administration — will 
tackle climate change, but 
she has more hope when 
it comes to everyday peo¬ 
ple. 

"It's got to start from the 
bottom up," she said. "If I 
take care of my carbon 
footprint, I'm helping some- 
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one in future generations" 
Scientists say individual ac¬ 
tions do matter, especially 
if those actions are com¬ 
bined with changes across 
the globe. 

When it comes to climate 
change, most Americans 
have big worries — about 
air quality, plant and ani¬ 
mal life, drinking water sup¬ 
ply, human health and ris¬ 
ing sea levels — but what 
they say they are most 
concerned about is future 
generations. 

While 44%of Americanssay 
they're very or extremely 
concerned about climate 
change's effects on them 
personally, two-thirds say 
they are very or extremely 
concerned about future 
generations. 

Chris Dennis, a 50-year-old 
nurse from G reenville, South 
Carolina, said he worries 
about his children, but he 
also thinks their generation 
will do more to solve the 
problem than his 
Jonathan Overpeck, dean 
of environment at the Uni¬ 
versity of Michigan, said the 
next generation is key. 

'We have a starkchoice — 
leave them a world being 
destroyed by fossil fuels, or 
a world that is more sustain¬ 
able, just, and powered by 
clean energy," Overpeck 
said. 'The world's youth un¬ 
derstand this and are mak¬ 
ing sure we all understand 
it. Their activism is making a 
real difference." 

Brett Kelso, a 33-year-old 
Libertarian-leaning inde¬ 
pendent who lives in Un- 
coln City, Oregon, knows 
a rising Pacific Ocean may 
destroy part of his town. But 
he's not too worried about 
the long-term climate pic¬ 
ture. 

"Human beings, as a spe¬ 
cies, have been very 
adaptable creatures," said 
Kelso, who is too busy rais¬ 
ing a 1-year-old and 5-year- 
old while also working as a 
personal trainer to agonize 
over long-term problems. 
NASA climate scientist Kate 
Marvel said it's hard to pre- 
dictthe future, but "we can 
all shape the future we 
want." She added: 'We're 
not passive and we're not 
helpless. I think we can be 
optimistic, but we have to 
ea m that optimism.'□ 
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Welcome to One land: Lord of the Rings Id film in New Zealand 



In this Dec. 31, 2015, file photo, tourists take photos during a tour of the Hobbit movie set near 
Matamata, New Zealand. 

Associated ness 


By NICK PERRY 
Associated ness 
WELLINGTON, New Zea¬ 
land (AP) — Amazon an¬ 
nounced Wednesday it will 
film its upcoming television 
series'The Lord of the Rings" 
in New Zealand, marking a 
return ofthe ores, elvesand 
hobbits to the country they 
became synonymous with 
over the course of six mov¬ 
ies directed by Peterjack- 
son. 

Amazon Studios said it had 
found a great location with 
wo rid-class sets and skilled 
staff. It said pre-production 
had already started and 
production on the series 
would begin in the city of 
Auckland over the coming 
months. 

"As we searched for the lo¬ 
cation in which we could 
bring to life the primordial 
beauty ofthe Second Age 
of Middle-earth, we knew 
we needed to find some¬ 
where majestic, with pris¬ 
tine coasts, forests, and 
mountains," showrunners 
and executive produc- 
ersJ.D. Payne and Patrick 
McKay wrote in a state¬ 
ment. 

But Amazon wouldn't re¬ 
veal the extent of its plans 
forthe series. It declined to 
say how much it plans to 
spend, how many seasons 
the show will run, orwhen it 
will debut. 

Some have speculated 
Amazon could spend more 
than $1 billion on the series 
as it looks to take on other 
streaming services like Net- 
flix with its Prime Video ser¬ 
vice.New Tea land's Eco¬ 
nomic Development Minis¬ 
ter Phil Twyford welcomed 
the news, saying the series 
would give a boost to the 
screen industry and create 
hundredsof new jobs. 

"It's a hugely significant 
piece of popular culture," 
Twyford said. "And it now 
hasa special place in New 
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Tea landers hearts as well. 
We are part of Middle- 
earth." 

The series will be eligible 
for a 20% screen grant re¬ 
bate that will be funded by 
taxpayers. The conserva¬ 
tive lobby group Taxpay¬ 
ers' Union said the rebate 
meant every New Zfealand 
household could end up 
paying more than $100. 
'Who would seriously name 
Amazon as the most de¬ 
serving recipient of our 
hard-earned tax dollars?" 
the group wrote in a re¬ 
lease. But Twyford said it will 
be money well spent. 

'This is not a charity issue," 
he said. "This is a bout bring¬ 
ing jobs, investment, and 
economic development to 
New Zfealand." 

The series will be based 
on the fantasy novels by 


J .R.R. Tolkien. Amazon said 
it would explore new story 
lines that precede 'The Fel¬ 
lowship ofthe Ring." 

The show won't be con¬ 


nected with the New Line 
Cinema movies, although 
Jackson has previously 
said he'd be interested in 
helping out. 'The Lord of 


the Rings" movie trilogy 
and 'The Hobbit" movie 
trilogy combined grossed 
nearly $6 billion at the box 
office.□ 
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Ihis image released by HBO shows Diego Maradona in a scene 
from the documentary "Diego Maradona." 

Associated Press 
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From god to devil: Doc tells Maradona's 
mythic tale 


By JOCELYN NO VECK 
Associated Ftaess 

Who's that amazingly ex¬ 
pressive actor they got to 
play Diego Maradona? The 
one you can't take your 
eyes off of, whose every fa¬ 
cial muscle can projeetjoy, 
pain, sadness, humororan- 
ger from miles away, and 
sometimes a II atonce? 

Oh wait — this is a docu¬ 
mentary, and this is Mara¬ 
dona himself, one of the 
most colorful and fascinat¬ 
ing personalities in all of 
sports, with a life story bor¬ 
dering on the mythic. You 
may know the outlines of 
the soccerlegend'slife, but 
there's no way you won't 
leam something from "Di¬ 
ego Maradona," Asif Ka- 
padia's absorbing and ex¬ 
haustive new film. 

Most documentaries cut 
frequently to talking heads. 
Kapadia, who won an Os¬ 
car for "Amy," about Amy 
Winehouse, doesn't do 
that, preferring to keep the 
viewer firmly planted in the 
narrative he's crafted from 
hundredsof hoursof never- 
seen archival footage. Ihe 
approach is hugely effec¬ 
tive here because we don't 
see the older, larger Mara¬ 
dona, now 58, until the very 
end. 


Much of the footage Ka¬ 
padia has unearthed here 
is nothing short of mesmer¬ 
izing, both for highly dra¬ 
matic moments like Mara¬ 
dona's hero welcome in 
Naples, where he was to 
spend seven chaotic years, 
and quiet moments like the 
athlete simply sitting at a 
party and saying nothing, 
looking lost and miserable 
as the world starts to crum¬ 
ble around him. 

Because the Naples years 
form the heart of his film, 
Kapadia spendsonlya few 
minuteson Maradona'sbe- 
ginnings, from his birth in a 
Buenos Aires shantytown to 
his rise asa soccer prodigy 
who began supporting his 
family from age 15. 

By the time Maradona ar¬ 
rives in Naples in 1984, he's 
greeted asa messiah; the 
southern city is hungry to 
challenge the traditional 
soccer powerhouses fur¬ 
ther north. Some 75,000 
adoring fans gather in the 
city's stadium to welcome 
him. 

A soccer genius celebrat¬ 
ed as much for his brilliant 
instincts and vision on the 
pitch as his physical abili¬ 
ties, he turns Napoli into 
a winning team. He's re¬ 
warded with a stardom 


that is hard to fathom. At 
one point, a commentator 
notes, virtually every Na¬ 
ples home has a photo of 
Maradona, "many on top 
of their bed, next to J esus." 
At the 1986 World Cup in 
Mexico, with Maradona 
playing for Argentina, the 
duality of the man is de¬ 
fined in two famous quar¬ 
terfinal goals against Eng¬ 
land: the infamous "Hand 
of God"goal (he latercon- 
fessed to scoring with his 
hand) and minutes later 
one of the greatest goals in 
history, leading the ecstatic 
announcerto shout: 'What 
planetdid youcomefrom?" 
There is amazing celebra¬ 
tory footage here, in the 
locker room and then in Ar¬ 
gentina, where he's hailed 
as a savior. More glory is 
to come in Naples, where 
after a championship vic¬ 
tory people celebrate for 
weeks, and a sign is erect¬ 
ed at the cemetery for the 
corpses: 'You don't know 
whatyou missed." 

Things are soon to unravel. 
Maradona's cocaine habit 
worsens, but as long as he 
is winning, his team bosses 
don't seem to care. He is 
high half the week, then 
cleanses his system to play 
on Sunday.Q 


Erne Ii Sande returns with a rrthems forthe 
every day 



This cover image released 
by Capitol Records shows 
"Real Life," a release by Emeli 
Sande. 

Associated Press 

By M ELAN IE J. SIMS 
Associated Press 
Emeli Sande, "Real Life" 
(Capitol Records) 

Emeli Sande's music ha sal- 
ways leaned into the epic. 


Herclear, full voice powers 
sweeping anthems, most 
of which seem perfectly 
suited for bringing energy 
to momentous occasions 
(remember her at the 2012 
Olympic Games?), but just 
as good for motivating ev¬ 
eryday people trying to 
make it through their every 
day. 

"Real Life," her third full- 
length album, findsthe ac¬ 
claimed British singer-song- 
writer-pianist keeping her 
good thing — playing mo¬ 
tivator— going. And that's 
good forfans. 

That much seems clear 
from first single "Spa mow," a 
goosebump-inducing bat¬ 
tle cry for the overlooked 
and undervalued. 'We've 
got magic in ourbones, just 


like the stars we're going to 
shine bright and golden," 
Sande sings, her voice full 
of resolve. 

She is great on the dreamy 
guitar and drum-led "Love 
to Help"; endearing on al¬ 
bum gem "Free asa Bird," 
with its strings and soulful 
choir; and completely in 
her groove on "Extraordi¬ 
nary Being." On that song 
she sings, 'You are what 
God imagined. You are 
a true perfection. Baby 
you're made of stars. Don't 
let nobody tell you differ¬ 
ent." 

It would be difficult not to 
believe her. 

But when Sande mixes her 
grandeurwith the ordinary, 
the results sometimes feel 
mismatched. □ 
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YouTube star Lilly Singh makes bold leap to late-night W 



This May 13, 2019 file photo shows Lilly Singh at the NBC 2019/20 Upfront in New Yoik. 

Associated Press 


By LYNN ELBER 

Associated Press 

IDS ANGELES (AP) — The 

stubborn curfew barring 
female hosts from late- 
night network TV is about 
to be challenged. Viewer 
warning: expect more rule- 
breaking when NBC's "A 
Little Late With Lilly Singh" 
debutsMonday. 

Singh is attempting the 
leap from YouTube sensa¬ 
tion to broadcast headliner 
in a single bound, doesn't 
plan to dwell on the late- 
night staple of politics and 
is only the second woman 
of color to host a nightly 
show on a major network 
since former VH1 VJ Cyn¬ 
thia Garrett was in charge 
of NBC's "Later"fora year- 
two decadesago. 

It's been more than three 
decades since J oan Rivers' 
equally brief tenure as the 
first woman to host a daily 
late-night show, on Fox. 

Is Singh ready to face the 
weight of expectations? 
Yes, says the Canadian- 
born daughterof Indian im¬ 
migrants, who established 
herself online with 'Super- 
woman" as her nickname 
and was the only woman 
on Forbes' 2017 list of high¬ 
est-paid YouTube stars with 
estimated earnings of $10 
million. 

"Inevitably, it's a lot of pres¬ 
sure. It's a Iso a huge honor, 
and I'm focusing on the lat- 
terpart,"said Singh, who will 
be 31 on Sept. 26. "I'm fo¬ 
cusing on how exciting this 
business is and how much 
it could mean, rather than 
focusing on, 'Oh my God. 
What will people think, and 
what if this messes up?' So 
I'm just having fun while I 
do it and I think that's go¬ 
ing to get the best result, 
ultimately." 

Singh is a 'flat-out star" and 
NBC has full confidence in 
her, said network execu¬ 
tive George Cheeks, who 
shares the title of NBC En¬ 
tertainment co-chairman 
with PaulTelegdy. 

"Lilly is bold, inherently posi¬ 
tive and hilarious," Cheeks 
said. 'She has such a differ¬ 
ent perspective than any¬ 
one else on television right 
now, and she embraces 
herwhole self authentically 
and without apology. Paul 
and I have often said that 


if she had never been on 
YouTube and came in to 
audition with zero social 
media presence, we would 
have given her this show. 
Fler talent transcends plat¬ 
forms and she has this un¬ 
deniable charisma that im¬ 
mediately pulls you into her 
orbit." 

Mindy Kaling, Kenan 
Thompson, Tracee Ellis Ross 
and Chelsea Handler are 
the debut week guests, 
with Rainn Wilson making 
an appearance, NBC said 
Friday. 

"A Little Late," taking over 
at 1:30 a.m. EDT for "Last 
Call With Carson Daly"after 
its 17-year run, will have the 
fa miliar talk-show elements 


By J EFF AYERS 
Associated Press 

"Elevator Pitch: a Novel" 
(William Morrow), by Lin- 
wood Barclay 
It first seems like an ac¬ 
cident when a Manhat¬ 
tan office tower elevator 
smashes to the basement 
below, killing four people. 
People think it's a stroke of 
bad luck, but the next day 
another elevator in a dif¬ 
ferent building crashes to 
the bottom of the shaft. 
The city's residents begin to 
panic. 

What ties the two inci¬ 
dents together and will the 
person responsible strike 
again? Mayor Richard 
Headley and his team be- 


of a monologue, guests — 
Beyonce, she wants you 
— and comedy bits, Singh 
said. Less fa miliar is the ap¬ 
proach Singh describes, 
one that echoes the blend 
of pointed humorand per¬ 
sonal candor that earned 
her 14 million-plus YouTube 
followersand contrastswith 
other (male) hosts. In a re¬ 
cent tweet, she casually 
noted she's bisexual. 

TV won't change what she 
does, Singh said, citing the 
show'sopenerasan exam¬ 
ple. 

"My monologue is quite 
personal to me. It's not 
just a script anyone can 
read," Singh said. "It's defi¬ 
nitely my perspective, my 


lieve there's nothing to be 
concerned about, but re¬ 
porter Barbara Matheson 
is sure something is hap¬ 
pening. One of her good 
friends was killed in the first 
elevator mishap, so she 
wants answers. 

Barbara and the mayor 
don't get along, but when 
her daughter Aria starts 
working for Headley, she 
sees an opportunity for in- 
siderdirt on how the mayor 
is handling the crisis. Aria 
doesn't want to help her 
mom, even if it means rip¬ 
ping aparttheirfragile fam¬ 
ily connection. When two 
detectivesfind a body with 
burned fingerprints and a 
mangled face, and some- 


experience. ... you're get¬ 
ting to know Lilly: what Lilly 
believes, what Lilly's been 
through, what Lilly's good 
at. You really will get to 
know me, just like my You¬ 
Tube audience has gotten 
the chance to do." 

She also promises as much 
sketch comedy asshe can 
fit in, conversations with her 
audience a swell as guests, 
and musical performanc¬ 
es that she envisions as 
"more stripped down and 
intimate." Singh readily ac- 
knowledgesthatthe restric¬ 
tions of federally regulated 
broadcast TV — certain 
p e sky e xp le tive s, fo r sta rte ns 
— make it far different from 
the online realm. 


one is discovered leaving 
vicious comments regard¬ 
ing the deaths in the com¬ 
ment section of Barbara's 
articles, it becomes clear 
that the two days of panic 
are only the beginning. 
Barclay creates a vivid sto¬ 
ry with a compelling cast 
of characters mixed with 
a truly terrifying scenario. 
Readers who already are 
uncomfortable getting into 
an elevatorwill be remind¬ 
ed of other classic novels 
like "| a ws," which kept peo¬ 
ple from swimming in the 
ocean. Barclay ha sc rafted 
a great thriller with a surpris¬ 
ing ending and readerswill 
sweat a little the next time 
they get on an elevatorO 


"I think it's a bout picking my 
battles, to be honest,"Singh 
said during a recent pro¬ 
duction lunch break. 'We're 
still early in the process, but 
there's been some things 
where I understand why 
I wouldn't be able to say 
it. But if I feel like a state¬ 
ment or a sentence really 
is representative of my ex¬ 
perience, I will fight for it. 

I can say that everything 
I've been very passionate 
about hasbeen cleared." 
She said she isn't inclined to 
make "super controversial" 
statements, but readily of¬ 
fer an example of where 
she would hold the line 
against network edits. 

"If I'm ever told that some¬ 
thing about me being a 
woman of color, my experi¬ 
ence, is not relatable or it's 
not going to be accepted, 
I'll fight for that. Anything 
that brings my perspective 
is definitely what I'm going 
to fig ht fo r," Sing h sa id. 

The show's compressed 
production schedule calls 
fortaping two episodes a 
day for three months and 
then taking a break, free¬ 
ing Singh up for YouTube 
and other projects. She's 
unafraid of putting in the 
hard work that a successful 
show demands — a work 
ethic she attributes to her 
parents— and isadamant 
that she and others who 
may follow her should be 
allowed to stand, or fa II, on 
theirown.Q 



This cover image released by 
Wiliam Morrow shows "Eleva¬ 
tor Pitch," a novel by Linwood 
Barclay. 

Associated Press 


Unwood Barclay's'ElevatorPitch' is vivid stoiy 
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Roc ket City, Alabama: Space history and an eye on the future 
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In thisJ uly 13,2019 photo, the laststa nding Saturn V roc ketc an be seen atthe U.S Space & Roc ket 
Center in Huntsville, Ala. 


shall, and wild rocket-style 


By MARCIA DUNN 
Associated ness 
HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (AP) — The 

birthplace of NASA's rock¬ 
ets lies in the land of cot¬ 
ton, hundreds of miles from 
Cape Canaveral's launch 
pads. 

From the first U.S. satellites 
and astronauts, to the Apol¬ 
lo moon shots, to the space 
shuttles and now NASA's 
still-in-development Space 
Launch System, rocket his¬ 
tory inundates Huntsville, 
Alabama. 

Huntsville'snickname, Rock¬ 
et City, is thanks largely to 
Wemhervon Braun and his 
team of fellow German- 
bom rocketeerswho settled 
here in the 1950s. The city 
has long been home to the 
Army's Redstone Arsenal 
and NASA'sMarshaII Space 
Flight Center. But now it's 
attracting new generations 
of engineers, scientists and 
techies Tourists come for 
the history. Kids and adults 
come to learn at Space 
Camp. 

It was von Braun, Marshall's 
first director, who wanted 
to showcase Huntsville's 
rocket development and 
testing. Thus was bom the 
U.S. Space and Rocket 
Center , an official NASA 
tourist spot that houses 
one of only three remain¬ 
ing Saturn V moon rockets, 
this one a National Historic 
Landmark. 

Von Braun planted the 
seed for Space Camp as 
well. Why band camp, 
football camp and cheer¬ 
leading camp, but no sci¬ 
ence camp, he wondered. 
He didn't live long enough 


to see Space Camp open 
in 1982 at the rocket cen¬ 
ter, but since then, 800,000 
youngsters and grown-up 
space fans have attend¬ 
ed daylong, weekend or 
weeklong sessions with 
space, robotics and avia¬ 
tion themes 

Its address? One Tranquil¬ 
ity Base, Huntsville. As in 
"Houston, Tranquility Base 
here. The Eagle has land¬ 
ed," words spoken by as¬ 
tronaut Neil Armstrong 
when he landed on the 
moon with Buzz Aldrin. The 
50th anniversary of those 
first moon steps is next July. 
Huntsville plans to shoot up 
thousands of little rockets in 
commemoration. 

The DNA from America's 
original rocket force still 
permeates Huntsville, ac¬ 
cording to Deborah Barn¬ 
hart, the U.S. Space and 
Rocket Center's executive 
director. It's Alabama's No. 
1 paid tourist attraction, 
with bus tours into the re¬ 
stricted Redstone and Mar¬ 


rides like Space Shot and 
G-Force Accelerator. 

'We're all space geeksand 
we love it," Ba mha rt sa id. 
But Hunstville isn't just a bout 
history. Ongoing research 
aims to return astronauts to 
the moon and on to Mars 
'We're looking to the future, 
really looking to travel in 
space, trying to figure out 
the problems of living and 
working in space,"Barnhart 
said. 

Despite Huntsville's role, 
author Homer Hickam, a 
longtime Huntsville resident 
who's now retired from 
NASA, sees Cape Canav¬ 
eral, Florida, and Houston 
getting most of the at¬ 
tention when it comes to 
space travel. Hickam's 1998 
memoir "Rocket Boys" be¬ 
came the movie 'October 
Sky." 

'You look at all this whole 
great big Saturn V, and 
the only part that Houston 
was responsible for was, I 
don't know. This little part 
right here," Hickam said, 
laughing, as he pointed to 
the capsule at the tip of 
the 363-foot-long rocket, 
stretching horizontally in its 
massive exhibit hall. 
German-style beer gar¬ 
dens are hosted beneath 
the Saturn V every Thurs¬ 
day evening, spring to fall. 
Engineersand theirfamilies 
mobbed a recentone. Bev¬ 
erages included T-Minus, a 
locally made, tangerine- 
flavored beer. Monkeynaut 
brew is a Iso a favorite. 

"It's probably the most sci¬ 
entific small town in Amer¬ 
ica," said retired Apollo 
program worker Billy Neal, 
a volunteer docent who 


Associated Press 

shed his white lab coat for 
that night'sBiergarten. 

Miss Baker, the squirrel 
monkey who preceded 
Mercury astronauts into 
space in 1959, is buried at 
the U.S. Space and Rocket 
Center. Space Campers 
sometimes leave bananas 
at hertombstone. 

Nearly 1,000 campers from 
around the globe swarmed 
the rocket center during 
a typical week this sum¬ 
mer. They launched small 
rockets and got the feel 
of walking in space while 
dangling from the ceiling in 
harnesses or scuba diving 
in a water tank smaller but 
similar to what astronauts 
once used for practice. 
They were strapped into a 
mock cockpit coming in 
fora Mars landing and sat 
behind computers as flight 
contra Hers for the Mars mis¬ 
sion. They even live in dor- 
mitoriesthat lookasthough 
they belong on the moon 
orMars. 

Camp counselors— called 
crew trainers — are mostly 
u n ive rsity stu d e nts o r re c e nt 
graduates in STEM fields — 


science, technology, engi¬ 
neering or math. 

In July, campers got to 
meet the first Space Camp 
graduate to actually 
launch into space, Dottie 
Metcalf-Lindenburger. She 
attended a Space Acad¬ 
emy for older students the 
same month that shuttle 
Discovery delivered the 
Hubble Space Telescope 
to orbit in 1990. She went 
on to fly aboard Discovery 
in 2010 as a NASA astro¬ 
naut-educator. 

Space Camp's simulations 
are "as realistic as they 
can be for what's done 
in a week," she said. We 
can't train kids on a whole 
bunch of switches and cir¬ 
cuit breakers and systems, 
but we can give them the 
big idea." 

Hergoal is to help campers 
"see that what they were 
doing this week isn't so very 
different than what we did 
in the program and how it 
preparesyou for real space 
... and then also to hope¬ 
fully impart some things 
like all of us are going to 
go through rough times, 
but there are ways to stay 
plugged in." 

As Metcalf-Lindenburger 
shook hands with each of 
the nearly 1,000 graduates 
at week's end, another 
Space Camp graduate, 
Serena Aunon-Chancellor, 
orbited Earth aboard the 
International Space Sta¬ 
tion. The roster of Space 
Camp alumni includes 
many other engineers and 
scientists, among them two 
others who lived on the 
space station and SpaceX 
founder Elon Musk, who at¬ 
tended as an adult during 
his early tech days.Q 



In this J uly 13, 2019 photo, visitors tour the Orion modules in the 
space camp program at the U.S, Space & Rocket Center in 
Huntsville, Ala. 
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In this J uly 13, 2019 photo, NASA astronaut Dottie Metcalf dis¬ 
cusses space travel and her experiences in space atthe U.S 
Space & Roc ket Center in Hunta/ille, Ala. 
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